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Letter  f rom the Head of School 

By Christian Acemah ’01, Head of School 

Dear Friends, 
 
I am grateful for another opportunity to communicate with you. Whenever we 
release a new issue of the Olney Current, I anxiously await your rich, 
heartwarming responses. Such bi-
directional communication gives us 
opportunities to learn some things about 
one another. Please know that we 
appreciate hearing from you.  
 
This issue showcases our community's 
social, farm, and athletic activities. It 
provides a glimpse of what complements 
our spiritual and intellectual lives. Given 
that our spiritual, academic, social, and 
athletic activities remain in constant 
conversation, placing them in rigid 
categories does not do them justice.  
 
What are you going on about, Christian? Well, the farm serves as a classroom, 
the Olney Distance Run links us to past, present, and future generations, and 
bonding activities (e.g., Almost Anything Goes and the hike to Raven Rocks) 
teach us about teamwork and what it takes to connect to other souls. These 
examples defy rigid categorization, allowing our students to learn how to 
integrate disparate experiences to make sense of the world.  
 
In the next issue of the Current, we will highlight our academic activities. It will 
provide examples of how our academics transcend labels, integrate knowledge 
systems, and communicate with other aspects of the school. Please consider this 
issue the first of a two-part series about the transdisciplinary curriculum we 
designed in the 2018-2019 school year and started implementing in the 2019-
2020 school year.  
 
I wish you a wonderful holiday season and look forward to hearing from you. 

In Friendship, 

 
Christian Acemah 
Head of School 

At the Olney Distance Run 
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Olney Friends School Board of  Trus tees 2022-2023 

Eduardo Alvarez ’77, San Antonio, TX  
Lisa Cayard ’72, Morrow, OH  
Dorothy (Stratton) Churchwell ’59, Madison, WI  
Frank Fisher (Hon.), Philadelphia, PA  
Christopher Harris (Hon.), Denver, CO  
Jeanne Kingery (Hon.), Columbus, OH  
Melinda (Gamble) Kramer ’64, Gaithersburg, MD  
Samuel Leath ’06, Columbus, OH  
Elizabeth Sikkenga x’80, Ann Arbor, MI  
Judy Stanfield ’65, Ponte Vedra, FL  
Sandra Sterrett (Hon.), Chardon, OH  
Gwen Torry-Owens ’78, Metuchen, NJ  
Peter Vail ’74, Lancaster, OH  
Hartwig Zakin, Maplewood, NJ  
 
The Board of Trustees is always looking for committed people to serve in 
trustee and non-trustee roles on board committees. These committees (both 
standing and ad hoc) assist and oversee the school’s health and stability in 
important areas. Existing committees include Academic Affairs, Admissions, 
Advancement (also known as Development), Buildings and Grounds, Farm, and 
Finance; others may be created as the need arises. For more information, or to 
submit your name to be considered for nomination to a committee, please 
contact Dottie Churchwell, dottie24c@gmail.com. 
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New Faculty & Posi t ions  

Dylan Albrecht, Line & Prep Cook 

Born and raised in southeast Michigan, Dylan has an 
inquisitive mind for learning. Working as a nanny 
for two children for the past three years has made 
them want to learn to be a better cook. They came to 
Olney to learn and grow as a chef under Chef 
Nicholas Stringham. Dylan’s hobbies include art, 
baking, and fashion design. They are very thankful 
to be a part of the Olney team.  

 
Christy Cianelli, Curriculum Coordinator & 
Teacher  

With ten years’ experience in the field of 
education, Christy joins us from Wheeling, WV to 
design and implement programs that empower 
community members to be more critical, creative 
and innovative thinkers in developing their 
livelihood as stewards for the next generation.  

 
 
Crystal Carpenter, Housekeeping Supervisor 

I am the Housekeeping Supervisor at Olney Friends 
School. I love the staff and the students here -- such 
a great atmosphere to work in. I am the mother of 
four kids and I have one grandbaby. 
 
Hanna Vera, Spanish, Admissions, & Dorm  

From Saint Clairsville, Ohio, Hanna graduated from Miami University (OH) 
with degrees in International, Latin American, and 
Premedical Studies. She joins us at Olney as the 
Spanish teacher, an admissions representative, and a 
dorm assistant. She studied Spanish in Chile in 2019 
and worked this past year as an English Teaching 
Assistant at a university in Tekax, Yucatán, Mexico 
through the Fulbright program. Hanna likes to spend 
her time reading, camping, backpacking, playing 
music, crocheting and other types of crafting, and 
gardening. 



6 
 

Roster of Students  2022-2023 

*An asterisk indicates the sibling, child, or grandchild of Olney alumni. 

 
Freshfolk 
Ingabua Tusiime, Newark, NJ & Kampala, Uganda 
Jonathan Yawe, Kampala, Uganda 
 
Sophomores 
Anya Sears, Berea, KY 
Christian Mutabalira,* Kampala, Uganda 
Lara Razavi Nik, Höexter, Germany 
Lucía de Lucas, Madrid, Spain 
Marissa Erbeldinger-Bjork, Pittsburgh, PA 
Torrence Gilmore, Dexter City, OH 
 
Juniors 
Andreas Hertsdahl, Hvidore, Denmark 
Emilie Kremer, Erlangen, Germany 
Faith Schanks, Barnesville, OH 
Faustine Savorgnan, Firminy, France 
Fikir Alemayehu Tegene, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Hasset Mulu Orge,* Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Jonathan Wasswa Nelson Kakeeto,* Entebbe, Uganda 
Mahtab Azimi, Kabul, Afghanistan 
Yiduo Peng, Shijiazhuang, China 
Zihan Liu, Shijiazhuang, China 
 
Seniors 
Amohelang Molobi, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Ariel Templeton, Barnesville, OH 
Clive Mugisha Murungi,* Kampala, Uganda 
Golden Roberts,* Belmont, OH 
Julian Becerra,* Barnesville, OH 
Summer Erbeldinger-Bjork, Pittsburgh, PA 
Jonathan Hutson, Columbus OH 
Kidus Alemayehu Tegene, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
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Around Campus: Student Li fe 2022-2023 

By Shea Bugala (Hon.), Student Life & Activities Coordinator 
 

Hello to alumni and friends!  I am happy to share about what our students have 
been up to, outside of academics, these first few months of school. 

The weekend students arrived on campus was dedicated to orientation. Our staff 
and student leaders were “all hands on deck” to welcome new students and help 
them build new friendships and learn about being in community at Olney. Each 
year, this time includes ice breaker games (so much laughing!), office work 
lessons, a farm tour from Don and Cayce, campus tours from student leaders, 
dorm bonding, and more to help fill their time and discourage homesickness. 

The second weekend on campus, Judy Hale ’91 arrived to speak about her 
career path and lead community-building activities. Her specialty for us, though, 
was leading a student workshop on boundaries and consent.  Judy has donated 
these services to Olney in this way for several years, and the way she connects 
with students is a meaningful gift.   

Later that day came many students’ favorite activity: Almost Anything Goes 
(AAG). As AAG fell during this 
year’s harvest moon, Harvest 
Moon was the designated theme. 
We love the skits based on each 
year’s theme, and this year did not 
disappoint!  Team Orange, 
comprised of Kidus (Ethiopa), 
Shirley (China), Golden (Ohio), 
Faith (Ohio), and Assistant 
Farmer Cayce (Morrison ’16), 
were voted first place with their 
performance involving 
melancholy harvested vegetables, 
a vengeful mushroom, and a 
conquered farmer. 
In addition to skits, the other activities included the water slide (always a 
favorite), a relay race, watermelon seed expectoration contest, “Feely Meely” 
(guess items in a box by touch), and “Toe Draw or Not Toe Draw” (recreate a 
picture provided using only their toes). In that last event, Chris (Uganda) drew 
the following masterpiece representing Farmer Don Guindon ’74, which is 
currently displayed in the main hall (photos, next page). 

AAG Team Orange 
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We had good faculty turnout for both participation and judging. Judges this year 
were Anne Marie Taber ’79, Batya Globerman (Hon.), Don and Leonard 
Guindon ’70, and Phineas Gosselink (Hon.) Joining student teams were 
faculty members Cayce, Jessie Wiandt (Hon.), and Katrina Custardo (Hon.) 

In mid-September, students were 
surprised by the announcement of Fall 
Outing, which was combined this 
year with the annual Raven Rocks 
hike (12-14 miles, depending on 
whom you ask). Instead of some 
students starting from campus, and 
others riding out to walk the last three 
miles, this year’s students wanted to 
start together and each walk as far as 
they could. Several students, who 
might otherwise have only attempted 
the three-miler, thus completed six to 
seven miles instead! This was very 
uplifting to the students, and you 
could see their pride in the 
accomplishment. Of course we 
always have the diehards who muscle 
through the entire route. Inga (New 
Jersey), a 9th grader, was first to arrive 
at the campsite. That was definitely a 
big deal for him! 

Rich Sidwell ’63 graciously let us use 
his property, and had it mowed down 

Starting the hike 

At the campsite 
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nicely. Students ate together at that main camp site, and then the Guindon (boys) 
dorm students stayed at Raven Rocks while the Mott students relocated to 
Leonard’s property nearby for the night. Hiking and sleeping out under the stars 
were new experiences for many students. 

October brought us Homecoming and the Olney Distance Run (ODR).  Leonard 
hosted his “Frosty Challenge” three-mile practice run early that week, which got 
students primed for the ODR. The alumni vs. student soccer game was the first 
that could be held since 2019. Alumni won the game with a score of 3-2, and 
according to an anonymous (alumni) source, “the students were schooled!” 
Everyone agreed it was wonderful to be able to host alumni on campus for 
Homecoming again. 

We wrapped up October 
with the seniors hosting 
the annual Halloween 
Social. Their planning and 
hard work included a 
haunted barn with scary 
stories (the goats may 
have been traumatized), 
followed by a dance in the 
Mott Dorm parlor. Every 
student dressed in 
costume, and the 
following Monday we 
were regaled with tales of how truly scary the barn was.  
As I write, we are looking forward to ending the first half of the school year 
with a Thanksgiving meal hosted by freshfolk, a story slam event, a holiday 
dinner hosted by sophomores, our annual gift exchange, and finally winter 
break. January will be here before we know it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Halloween costumes 
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Admissions Ini t iat ives 

By Batya Globerman, Admissions Director 
 
This fall the Admissions team has been hitting the road in an effort to share what 
the Olney experience offers. In October, Hanna Vera and I traveled to the 
Washington, DC, Metro area. There we attended a high school fair at the 
Norwood School and concluded our trip with a visit to the Friends Community 
School, a Quaker middle and elementary school in Bethesda, Maryland. Hanna 
has been a wonderful traveling companion. On the long drives we shared funny 
stories, spoke at length about how to solve the world’s problems, listened to 
podcasts, and sang at the top of our lungs.  
 
This fall we also made two visits in Indiana, when we connected with seventh 
and eighth graders at Richmond Friends School and then drove on to the 
Sycamore School in Indianapolis. A few weeks ago we met students from the 
Breakthrough Schools network in Cleveland; and we will return to northern 
Ohio for a school fair at Pinnacle Academy on November 15th.  
 

Another focus of ours this 
admissions season has been to 
update the prose and photos in 
Olney’s viewbook, an essential 
marketing publication that 
showcases who we are. In a 
collaborative effort, Hanna and I 
amended each section of the book 
with editing assistance from Anne 
Marie Taber ’79 and Gwen 
Torry-Owens ’78. At the fall 
board meeting we were able to 
show a sneak preview of the next 
edition, kindly provided by Danyel 

Stringham. The new viewbooks will be ready for print once some more current 
images and graphics have been incorporated.  
 
I am happy to be a part of the Olney community and proud to share with others 
about what Olney stands for and the kind of people we aspire to be with one 
another.  

 

 

From left: Hanna Vera, Batya Globerman 
(Hon.) 

mailto:batya@olneyfriends.org
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Homecoming Highlights 

By Danyel Stringham, Marketing & Communications, and  
Vicki Lowry (Hon.), Dean of Students & Events Coordinator 

 

 
October 15, 2022, was a crisp autumn morning, and the sky was clear, a perfect 
day for us to enjoy Homecoming events. The day began at 9:30 a.m. as we 
welcomed all our alumni, students, staff, and visitors registering for the annual 
Olney Distance Run (ODR) and handed out their T-shirts and racing bibs. This 
year, science teacher Jessica Wiandt 
was responsible for designing our 
amazing T-shirt for the ODR. At 
10:00 a.m. the race began, and all 48 
runners took off while the spectators 
cheered them on! The first racer to 
come in was Cayce Morrison ’16 
with a time of 18:35, followed by 
senior Julian Becerra with a time of 
20:22 and senior Amohelang Molobi 
with a time of 22:36. The race 
concluded with our Head of School, 
Christian Acemah ’01, crossing the 
finish line at a time of 1:04:32. 
Afterwards we took the opportunity 
to take a photo of everyone who 
joined us that morning (above). 

Hartwig Zakin, trustee; Christian Acemah '01; 
Dave ’74 & Barb (Smith) Warrington ’73 



12 
 

 
After a fun-filled morning run, everyone was ready for lunch. Luckily, Chef 
Nicholas Stringham had us covered with a delicious Homecoming luncheon. 
Alumni guests graciously introduced themselves by name and graduation year to 
a dining room filled to capacity with friends. Allowing some time for digestion, 
the student vs. alumni soccer game took place at 2:00 p.m. With a hill full of 
spectators, our current students took on our alumni guests. Although our 
students have been winning games against other schools all season, they were no 
match for our alumni who took the Homecoming win at 3 to 2! 
 
We ended our long fun-filled Homecoming day with a student-led talent show. 
The students and faculty entertained us with offerings including a short skit from 
our theatre class, a song from the Spanish class, and a traditional Ethiopian 
dance. It was one of the most entertaining talent shows in recent memory. We 
were so thankful for the alumni and trustee guests who joined us at our first in-
person Homecoming since 2019! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ODR 2022 T- shirt design 
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Bounti ful Harves t  

Thanksgiv ing D inner Farm Repor t  

By Cayce Morrison’16, Assistant Farmer, & Don Guindon ’74, Farm Manager 
 
This year, 2022, marks the eighth year we have been USDA certified organic, 
accounting for all 350 acres of our farm property. This growing season gave us a 
wet spring with rain into the summer. Timely field work was therefore difficult; 
however, we produced 215 tons of hay. We grew 250 bushels of corn and 
ground last year's corn and harvested oats into 2 tons of feed for our beef cows. 
Additionally, we harvested 2 tons of oat and rye straw for bedding and have 
seeded 2 acres of rye as a cover crop as well as 3 acres of new meadow for the 
spring. We spread 25 tons of compost and 12 tons of manure onto our fields. 
 
This past spring 11 goats kidded, raising 22 kids into the summer. Our herd 
rotated around campus hillsides, consuming overgrown vegetation from beside 
the Marshburn Greenhouse, Kirk Barn, Olney Lane pasture, and even Paul’s 
Island (crossing the bridge to do so). We had 12 calves born throughout the year. 
Four calves died due to poor birth location and predation, and one cow died 
from calving complications. A major undertaking was selling 34 cattle 
throughout the year, meeting one goal of reducing the herd size and having a 
hornless and mild-tempered herd. We achieved another goal of selling all bulls 
and introducing a Murrey Grey beef bull, donated to Olney from Raven Rocks, 
to our cow herd. His first offspring are set to be birthed in 2023 and should 
provide better genetics for the future.  
 
We butchered 5 beef animals, bringing ground beef, steak, and stews raised on 
organic forage and hay to our tables. We butchered 4 goats for school meals, 
making use of Christian’s goat 
cooking genius. A local farmer 
donated a pregnant sow who gave 
birth to 11 healthy piglets in May, 
9 of which grew up in the Kirk 
barn. We have kept 5, raising 
them out on pastures, to be 
butchered this December.  
 
For school meals we raised 600 
broiler chickens, coming to us as 
day old chicks picked up at 
Barnesville’s post office. Students 
in Cayce’s food systems class and 
Jessica’s agricultural science class 
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compared growth rates of different chicken breeds, culminating the comparison 
project by processing their own birds for lunch. Additionally, we raised 20 
turkeys, rotating them through pastures, including the turkeys prepared for this 
year’s Thanksgiving meal (photo above). Finally for poultry, our 40 laying hens 
produced approximately 1,095 dozen eggs this year through all weather, and we 
have 75 baby chicks rapidly growing to replace the older layers come spring. 
 
Our gardens have so far produced 206 lbs. mixed greens, 339 lbs. lettuce, 400 
lbs. onions, 110 lbs. leeks, 576 lbs. carrots, 197 lbs. cucumbers, 24 lbs. eggplant, 
661 lbs. tomatoes, 215 lbs. peppers, 340 lbs. melons, 119 lbs. spinach, 90 lbs. 
beets, 200 lbs. garlic, 230 lbs. zucchini and summer squash, 329 lbs. green 
beans, 660 lbs. sweet potatoes, 500 lbs. sweet corn, 75 lbs. brussels sprouts, and 
140 lbs. broccoli. We have also produced unweighted quantities of lemons, figs, 
5 varieties of hot peppers, radishes, Swiss chard, and basil and other cooking 
herbs.  
 
We continued our work on improving farm infrastructure. We set approximately 
100 wooden fence posts, cut and split by hand from locust trees grown on the 
farm. Leonard Guindon ’70 led students to complete installation of a solar-
powered fan in our hoop house for bettering vegetable production. We have 
continued applying for Environmental Quality Incentive Projects through 
government funding to help limit erosion and environmental damage. 
 
This past year we had help from 
community members including 
neighbors, alumni, Olney students 
and staff, and summer interns. Two 
college students, Christine Gray and 
Elizabeth Baker, and Olney teacher 
Katrina Custardo (Hon.) (left to 
right in photo) helped with all 
aspects of farm work from June to 
August. We were able to do more, 
and they exchanged their work for 
knowledge gained on Olney’s farm. 
Olney and local community 
members continue to support us 
when we need help with harvesting, 
equipment repair, or animal 
working. Thomas Rockwell ’70 
and Rosanna (Rockwell) Wilkinson ’01 continue to give their knowledge and 
aid to our goat herd management. Without them it would be very challenging to 
have goats. Ted Cope ’61 has helped us weekly with projects from evaluating 
grazing to welding. It is this community support from many caring individuals 
that makes farming here at Olney feel so gratifying. 
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Strengthening Olney’s Foundations - -  Li teral ly 

An Update :  The B ig Dig  

By Joseph Sullivan (Hon.), Assistant Head, Finance & Operations 

During the summer of 2022, some much-needed foundation and waterproofing 
work took place on both the Main Building and the Guindon (Boys) Dorm. This 
work was done to alleviate issues of moisture and actual water flow in both 
areas. For some time there had been a water infiltration issue in the gymnasium 
and kitchen of the Main.  

After much research, we chose C&T Construction with Carl McEndree of 
Barnesville, OH, to do the work. This work included digging out around the 
whole foundation of the Main and the northeast corner of the Guindon 
Dormitory. With the help of Hollow Rock Farms, the digging was completed in 
less than a week. At that time, underground conductors for the downspouts and a 
French drain system were installed. A compound was applied to seal the 
sandstone, along with a one-inch foam board to prevent further groundwater 
infiltration. Meanwhile, Countryside 
Seamless Gutters installed a brand 
new gutter and downspout system on 
the gymnasium, increased the size of 
gutter troughs around the Main, and 
installed a secondary downspout for 
the troughs. Along the way, the crews 
found a hole carved into the 
foundation outside the lower hall 
boys’ bathroom, some aging railroad 
ties, an old thimble, and what seems 
to be an access tunnel underneath the 
old science wing.  

In all, the project took just two and half weeks. It has changed the look of 
campus in some ways, but we are still Olney Friends School. With the new rock 
filtration system surrounding the Main and the east side of the Guindon Dorm, 
we are no longer met with water in the gym or kitchen; and the underground 
system now handles even torrential rains without damage to either of these 
historic buildings.  

All members of the Finance & Operations and Development Offices, Board 
Committees for Finance, Buildings and Grounds, and Advancement, and Head 
of School Christian Acemah would like to express our thanks to all of you who 
have donated or pledged monies towards Strengthening Olney’s Foundations. 
Without the continued support of our donors we would not be able to complete 
such large-scale projects.  

Mysterious hole in foundation 
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Foundations Project  Completed Thanks to You!  
 

 

Development  Update  

by Anne Marie Taber ’79, Development Director Librarian 

Alumni and board members, ex-students and honorary alumni, faculty and 
students, and your family members: we thank you from the bottom of our hearts 
for all the ways you support Olney Friends School. You keep in touch with our 
community; you send children and grandchildren to form the next generation of 
Olney students; you give your precious time as volunteers; and you contribute 
essential financial support. In all these ways, you enable our school to continue 
nurturing young learners even as the world changes all around us. Thank you.  

As recommended by our Board of Trustees, this year’s Annual Report to donors 
has been released as a stand-alone document instead of in the pages of The 
Olney Current. This report includes breakdowns of revenue and expenses, recent 
histories of net tuition rates and the annual fund, and a listing of donors in the 
fiscal year 2021-2022. The report has been provided electronically to supporters 
who receive our emails; others may access it on our website’s Strategy page 
(www.olneyfriends.org/strategy/). 

Not included in the Annual Report is the information that 456 individuals or 
groups donated in 2021-2022, more than in each of the previous four years! That 
number includes 57 first-time donors and 123 who resumed giving after a year 
or more away. Increasing numbers of friends are making monthly gifts, which 
can be set up on our website’s Support page at (www.olneyfriends.org/support-
olney/) as automatic payments from a credit card or PayPal account (so 
convenient!). In addition, 35 supporters have now indicated some type of 
planned gift. Want to boost these numbers for the current year? See the 
following page. 

 

https://www.olneyfriends.org/strategy/
https://www.olneyfriends.org/support-olney/
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Giving Back to Olney  

 
On behalf of current and future members of the Olney Friends School 
community, thank you for considering a donation to Olney. Here are some ways 
to give:  
 
Annual Fund Gifts  
Please consider outright gifts that can be used to meet the school’s annual 
operating needs including teacher salaries, classroom equipment, guest speakers, 
and field trips. By helping meet these costs, annual fund dollars free up funds for 
student financial aid. We accept cash, checks, and credit cards, by mail (address 
below) or online at www.olneyfriends.org/support-olney.  
 
Monthly Gifts  
Many friends find it convenient to set up a recurring monthly gift, rather than 
budget for a single, larger donation. You can do this through your credit card or 
PayPal account at our online site (link above).  
 
Stocks, Securities, and Mutual Funds  
Giving appreciated assets maximizes your contribution. Because of capital gains 
considerations, it is more beneficial to transfer your shares directly to Olney 
(rather than to sell them and donate the proceeds). Please contact us for specific 
instructions on transferring gift stocks.  
 
Planned Gifts  
We gratefully accept planned gifts from friends of any age. You can designate 
Olney as a beneficiary of your insurance policy or retirement fund, establish a 
charitable gift annuity through Friends Fiduciary Corporation (FFC), or make a 
bequest in your will. Please contact us for more information or to let us know 
about the plans you have already made.  
 

Development Office: development@olneyfriends.org 
Anne Marie Taber, Director: annemarie@olneyfriends.org 

Shea Bugala, Administrative Assistant: shea@olneyfriends.org 
 

Olney Friends School • 61830 Sandy Ridge Rd., Barnesville, OH 43713  
Phone: 740-425-3655 • www.olneyfriends.org 

 
 

 

http://www.olneyfriends.org/support-olney
mailto:development@olneyfriends.org
mailto:annemarie@olneyfriends.org
mailto:shea@olneyfriends.org
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Spring Beauties  and the Beasts  
By John G. Thomas ’61 

Everyone probably has at least one memory of a time and place where the 
natural world made an indelible impression on his or her consciousness. When I 
was young, towns and cities were much smaller, still surrounded with fields or 
woods rather than subdivisions. Our parents, confident of our safety, would let 
us and our friends freely roam the outdoors, where our imaginations would turn 
an overgrown lot into a jungle or a hilly cow pasture into an endless maze of 
adventure trails, and where a swollen creek in spring was so intoxicating that 
following leaf boats would inevitably lead to jumping, then to falling in, then to 
all plunging in the chilly water with reckless delight! From family trips, we 
might remember the first smell of the ocean or hemlocks around a campsite, the 
sight and sound of a waterfall, or the thrill of climbing to a high overlook. The 
possibilities were as endless as nature was endless. 

Unfortunately, nature isn’t quite as endless as it used to be. For me, growing up 
in the hills of eastern Ohio, some of the things I used to do can’t be done there 
anymore, even if parents are willing. The original land is just gone. And one of 
my earliest and most precious memories of place will remain only that—just a 
memory. 

That memory is of a picnic my father took his young family on one lovely 
spring day in 1947 or 8 somewhere between our home in Barnesville and my 
uncle’s farm just south of Harrisville. My sister and I would have been around 3 
and 5 years old respectively, but I recall clearly the fairy wonderland that 
greeted us as we stepped from the car onto the old gravel road and into the 
gently sloping woods. As far as we could see, the floor of the woods was dotted 
with ferns, moss, and a luxuriant carpet of spring beauties! So thick were they 
we hardly found a place to spread the picnic blanket, and it was one of the few 
times as a young boy I was content to just sit still and admire the view.  
 
Seven years later, everything had 
changed. My father, well-loved not 
only by his family but the whole 
community around Barnesville as a 
school principal and later the Farm 
Bureau Organization Director, was 
taken from us by cancer; and the 
beautiful Egypt Valley, where the 
spring beauties grew and my uncle’s 
farm lay, was being taken by a 
monster!  

The Mountaineer 
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The monster was the first of the 
giant stripping shovels built and 
used in eastern Ohio from 1956 to 
2007 to remove the “overburden,” 
Hanna Coal Company’s term for the 
hills and valleys that lay over the 
coal, and was aptly named the 
Mountaineer. It stood 14 stories 
high, weighed 2,750 tons, and left 
high walls and spoil banks 100 feet 
high. It operated constantly, night 
and day, seven days a week, eating 
up 80% of Harrison County before 
being joined by two more even bigger shovels in the mid 1960’s, the GEM of 
Egypt and The Silver Spade, both weighing nearly 7,000 tons. GEM stood for 
Giant Earth-moving Machine, and when it wore out in 1991, it was scrapped for 
parts to keep the Spade running until 2007, long past its anticipated life span and 
long enough to finish the devastation of not just the Egypt Valley but numerous 
counties north and south of I-70.  
Harrison County was the first and the 
worst. Portions of it had been stripped 
by smaller machines in the 1940’s 
and left untouched before Ohio 
passed the Reclamation Act in 1947. 
The first time I rode with my uncle on 
route 519 between Harrisville and 
New Athens on our way to his cabin 
on Piedmont Lake, I was shocked to 
see what looked like The Badlands as 
far north as the eye could see. Even 
though the bigger machines, digging 
through the same area seeking deeper 
coal seams, were required by the new 
law to “reclaim” the land, the new so-called “farm land” was rocky, uneven, and 
devoid of topsoil. And trees, of course. And streams. And spring beauties. 

As a boy from the country, who loved most things mechanical and thought the 
tallest thing around was a silo, I found the sight and sound of the Mountaineer -- 
with its four 7,000 HP electric motors whining away and only the massive top of 
the 200’ boom showing above the canyon it created -- to be more frightening 
than fascinating, even from a distance. The sheer size of the machine and what it 
could do felt as unnatural as an invasion from outer space! While my youthful 
enthusiasm for cars, multiplied by millions of other drivers, would one day help 
create a bigger but harder-to-see crisis, the unrecognizable transformation of my 

The Mountaineer 

The Gem of Egypt 

The Silver Spade 
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Ohio homeland by the Mountaineer, GEM of Egypt, and Silver Spade was the 
clearest example of environmental destruction I ever witnessed. 

Like many young people from eastern Ohio, when I was old enough, I moved 
away without realizing until my high school reunion 25 years later the biggest 
reason why I left. I knew the family farm was by then no longer in Thomas 
hands -- my uncle having lost his health to Parkinson's and his sons to better 
jobs -- but what I didn’t know was that in spite of the new owner promising not 
to sell to the strip mines, once he took possession, that was the first thing he had 
done. When I proudly drove my family into the driveway past the old 
farmhouse, where four generations of Thomases had lived and farmed their 
modest 90 acres, I was completely unprepared for what we saw. Where the big 
red barn, the farm pond, the pasture, the chicken houses, and all the beautiful 
apple trees my great-grandfather brought in 1887 as seedlings from his father’s 
farm in New Brighton, PA -- where all that should have been, there was nothing 
but a great, huge hole! 

As you can imagine, the shock of seeing that hole brought up a wave of feelings 
that I had tried to run from for 25 years. My heart ached anew for the farms, the 
hills, the woods and flowers, the narrow winding roads, my happy Thomas 
relatives, all the things I had taken delight in and for granted until they had 
started disappearing through environmental disaster and untimely death. Just as 
today we may ignore the plight of many humans, plants, and animals until it 
touches us personally, that hole in my uncle’s farm mirrored the one in my heart 
and became a vivid wake-up call for me. The reality was that the hole and the 
Mountaineer actually helped remove my “overburden” of numbness, and as a 
result, exposed the love for the earth that lies deep within all of us.  

It’s this kind of motivation, coupled with good memories like mine of the Egypt 
Valley spring beauties, which can move people -- like my good friends at Raven 
Rocks -- to make sure some of the best that remains of eastern Ohio’s unique 
topography is never destroyed. Not only did a dedicated group of us in the early 
70’s raise the money to save 800 acres of unique ravines and surrounding 
watershed south of Barnesville from being stripped, but my friends who settled 
there also successfully prevented the ravines from collapsing by being 
undermined. How? In a way that gives as much hope for the future as the 
Mountaineer brought heartache to the past -- by sitting down with the mine 
owner as a potential ally, rather than adversary, and letting him see with his own 
eyes why he should leave untouched the $100 million worth of coal beneath the 
ravines. 

The way forward, whether for eastern Ohio or thousands of other places around 
the world where the natural environment competes with the needs of people to 
make a living and corporations to make a profit, is not always as clear as the 
case at Raven Rocks, but the process that’s proving most successful is 
similar. Increasingly, where land issues arise, all parties are learning to sit down 
together at the same table to find mutually agreeable solutions. Sadly, in eastern 
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Ohio not enough people united to make the land an issue until too late. If they 
had, the coal companies might have switched to deep mining sooner and left the 
surface largely undisturbed. Ironically, if my father had lived, he might have 
helped organize farmers to hold out for just such an option. But the unfortunate 
reality is he didn’t, and they didn’t, and now it’s up to us.  

So, let’s heal our broken hearts by embracing our connections to each other and 
to the land. Let’s not break our children’s hearts by failing to act on the painful 
lessons that we were forced to learn. And above all, underneath any of the 
monstrous world events that overwhelm our minds and ability to act, let’s each 
find our memory of that special place that every child has before adulthood 
interferes. From that place, all life is connected and everything is possible. 

Raven Rocks first ravine 
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Alumni News 

Class  of  1940 
 

Verna (Heald) Cope ’40 
Verna (photo, right) celebrated her 100th 
birthday on December 14, 2021, along with 
family and friends in her home. She has reached 
a milestone and has done various service work 
concerns in her life, such as 4-H advisor for 20+ 
years, Friendly Town coordinator for several 
years, and Peace Committee concerns through 
the years. She still lives in the home she and Bill 
bought in 1942, along with her daughter Mary 
Alice Pino ’69. 
 

 
 

Class  of  1947 
 
John Tanner ’47 
I sold my house in Idaho Falls and moved with my younger son to Battle Creek, 
Michigan. We have a nice apartment on the top floor of a tall building. My 
daughter lives nearby. My wife of 54 years passed away last year. Visits from 
classmates or almost classmates would be most welcome. pust@datawav.net 

 
70-Year Class  of  1953 

 
Helen “Becky” Baker ’53 
Dear Friends, I am so pleased to see the photos of Olney and the activities of the 
students. It warms my heart to know that Olney survives and prospers. I have 
been retired from primary grade teaching for over 20 years.  
 
I subscribe to both Chicago newspapers and try to keep up with Chicago, 
Illinois, national, and even international news as much as possible. The political 
situation in our country with the extreme divisiveness which sometimes leads to 
violence (January 6) is an unfortunate example of what “fake” news can lead 
to. I hope that calmer heads will prevail and we can keep our democracy.  
 

mailto:pust@datawav.net
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My hope is that everyone will get their COVID-Omicron boosters and flu shots, 
as this is being a good citizen as well as keeping ourselves and our families 
safe.   
 
My book group has been reading books about Chicago history and we are a 
congenial group who enjoy good discussions.  
 
Best wishes to all classmates and everyone at Olney. Stay safe and listen to that 
calm voice of reason that is hopefully in each one of us. 
 
 

Class  of  1955 
 
Barbara Dewees ’55 
“Hello” from Barnesville! I moved from Jacksonville, NC, to Barnesville, OH, 
in May of this year. Many changes to get adjusted to but all is well. It’s great to 
be back near old friends and classmates.  
 
I'm living in a small apartment in a senior living facility. I have my 15-year-old 
dog with me, and he has accepted his new living conditions better than I thought 
he would. I guess if all you basically do is eat and sleep it doesn't make too 
much difference where you reside. I miss him as my walking buddy, but he's not 
up to much exercise these days. And I think these Ohio hills are steeper than 
they were in my hiking days as a student -- but I still get out and walk!  
485 North Street, Apt 112, Barnesville, OH  43713; 910-787-2897; 
bh.dewees@gmail.com. 

 

Class  of  1958 
 
Blaine Edward (Ted) Treadway ’58 
Susan and I regret to announce the death of our son, Robert Ashton Treadway, 
on August 14th, due to complications of diabetes and end-stage renal disease. 
He leaves his wife, Monica, and two sons, James and Edward. We will all miss 
him. 
 

Class  of  1959 
 
Gay (Willson) Wellman ’59 
I continue to live here in Kenny Lake, AK, in the beautiful Copper Basin with 
my husband, David Wellman, and wonder dog, Tikani Sue Wellman. We are 
surrounded by snowcapped mountains and mostly wilderness. I can’t believe 
I’ve had the good fortune to be here since 1996. It’s the longest I’ve lived in one 
place ever. It is definitely home. We are making every effort to stay here as long 

mailto:bh.dewees@gmail.com
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as possible. The winters are still beautiful, but it is getting harder to manage the 
snow and freezing. With climate change we’ve had more winters that warm up 
to allow for freezing rain rather than just snow. Also there have been some of 
the health issues that seem to come along with aging that are beginning to 
require more reliable health care.  
  
The only real downside to living here in Alaska is having family and friends so 
far away. Thankfully son John Miller ’81 and his daughter, Kelsi ’14, are 
choosing to remain in Alaska. Frequent phone calls and FaceTimes help us stay 
current with daughters Ann ’82 and Trish ’84. I did manage a trip outside this 
summer for a very brief visit to see them and sister Nancy Willson ’56. I also 
got to meet our first great grandson, Kristopher James Whitfield, who has 
become the joy of our lives. His daddy is my daughter Ann Miller’s son, 
Kristopher Miller-Hill. Also with the help of Zoom, FaceTime, multiple photos, 
and old fashioned phone calls, we manage to maintain weekly contact with 
David’s east coast family and with his two boys and their families of the west 
coast.  
  
I continue to work part time in my dream job as a dementia education specialist 
for the Alzheimer’s Resource of Alaska. Most of my work is via Zoom or phone 
right from home. It provides me with the all-important purpose and helps me 
keep my “little gray cells” active and healthy. I’m also having fun spending time 
writing bits and pieces about my life. This is mostly for me but also for my 
family. The approach that seems to work for me has been to pick a topic, like 
“Houses I’ve Lived In,” “Friends,” “Games I’ve Played,” “Life at Olney,” or 
“My Parents.” There are overlaps of course, but it helps me to break it up like 
that. I highly recommend it to any of you who need a project. I didn’t think I had 
much in the way of memories but somehow things just keep popping up once I 
get started on any topic. I’ve also been able to share things with friends and 
family as they get written.  
  
For the past 10 years I’ve been given the responsibility of having the Power of 
Attorney for my sister Nancy. She is currently living at Hillcrest Convalescent 
Center in Durham, NC. She has dementia. In many ways this has been an 
amazing journey that is allowing me to become closer to my sister than ever 
before. It’s also given me the opportunity to get to know some of her wonderful 
friends. We have weekly Zoom meetings where often Nancy is there without a 
lot of responses, but the rest of us share both our current lives and also the many 
ways knowing Nancy has improved our lives. There are two of Nancy’s Olney 
classmates who are often on line. Since I was a freshman when they were 
seniors, it’s been a great time for us to share Olney memories and to get 
reacquainted. I bless them for their taking the time to join in. We get more 
responses from Nancy when we talk about Olney days.  
  



25 
 

Finally, I do appreciate Olney for providing the class of ’59 with the opportunity 
to reconnect two or even three times this year using the Olney Zoom account. 
We’ve managed to do this for the past few years. It’s meant a lot to me to have 
the chance to reconnect with classmates who were such an important part of my 
life. I love hearing and seeing the diversity of where our lives have led us and 
hearing how, for each of us, our time at Olney was instrumental in various ways 
and in various degrees in shaping our lives.  
  
Anyone who is thinking of an Alaskan vacation -- be sure to include a trip out to 
the Copper Basin. We have the room to provide a good staging area to many 
places you will want to visit. Our address is HC60 Box 227, Copper Center, AK 
99573, email g@welm.us.  
 

 
60-Year Class  of  1963 

 
Nelda (Stanley) Hawkins ’63 
Hello fellow 63’ers. I can hardly believe 60 years have passed since that final 
goodbye was said. I am living in Columbiana, OH, now. I sold my big old 10-
room farmhouse and moved into a trailer park … It is a very nice place to live! 
And I am a five-minute drive from work. I am working two days a week at the 
local Methodist church. I do enjoy the work and I need to get away from home 
once in a while, so having a day or two of work is a very good thing. My 
daughter Jill also lives in Columbiana and is very happy with her home and her 
job at the Sheltered Workshop.  
  
My oldest son Jeffrey and his wife live in Idaho and have five children. He is an 
RN in an ICU unit in a local hospital. My youngest son lives in Youngstown, 
about 30 minutes away. He and his wife have two children. And he is the 
Director of Music at Struthers School.  
  
I hope you are all enjoying our “senior years” and please stay in touch.  
1229 Columbiana Lisbon Rd, Lot 97, Columbiana, OH 44408 

 

Rich Sidwell ’63 
I am certain that each of us who has reached this point in our lives has similar 
reflections regardless of the paths taken since our graduation from Olney.  The 
time, in retrospect, has gone rapidly.  There is so much to share with our dear 
Olney family and friends, but this is not the time and place to ‘write that book!’ 
So here is a bullet point summary of the ‘doing’ since ’63 and I conclude with 
some reflections on all the ‘being’ along the way. 
 

about:blank
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June ’63 - April ’64: farm and construction work, good fundamental 
experiences. 

April ’64 - July ’64: Bicycled with classmate Tim Starbuck on our Raleigh 10-
speeds from Salem, OH, to Santa Monica, CA, and back, totaling 5,600 
miles. One of those life-affirming, setting the stage for the life to come, 
experiences; enough for book one itself. 

Fall ’64 - Spring ’68: Wilmington College for work-study, soccer, 
history/secondary education/psychology BA. 

Summer ’68: US Forest Service Hot-shot crew, Northern Arizona.  August 3, 
married Mary (Minor) (Hon.) in a Quaker outdoor ceremony on the San 
Francisco Peaks outside of Flagstaff, AZ. 

Fall ’68 - spring ’70: Alternative service/teaching deferment at OFS; taught 
history, geography, coaching, etc., etc. 

Fall ’70:  Mary and I join 17 others, Olney alums/spouses/former faculty, to 
form Raven Rocks, Inc., to buy and preserve 847 acres including the 
Raven Rocks ravines; also moved to Celo NC to teach and dorm-parent at 
the Arthur Morgan School. The Raven Rocks story up to the present is 
worthy of book two, certainly.  In fact, we have our story as an update in 
the reprint of An Enchanted Childhood at Raven Rocks by Elsa Crooks 
Harper (available through www.ravenrocks.org). 

Spring ’72 - spring ’75: moved back to Ohio, managers of the Walton Home, 
school bus driver for Barnesville schools. 

Spring ’75 - summer ’99: Owned and operated Sidwell Division, Raven Rocks 
Concrete; mixed-on-site concrete delivery mostly to contractors, 
homeowners, and farmers over a 12-county area in OH and WV.   

Summer ’99 - summer 2011: Business Manager four years, Head of School eight 
years for Olney Friends School. Most certainly deserves book three! The 
rebirth of the school following Ohio Yearly Meeting’s decision to close it 
was an incredible journey. Olney alumni from around the globe responded 
to the call for support, giving those of us involved in the work great 
inspiration and encouragement. 

2011 to date: Board member of Captina Conservancy, including five years off 
board to serve as the conservancy’s first executive director; co-president of 
Ohio Valley Trail Association working with RailsToTrails.org to develop 
bicycle and pedestrian trails in the region; member and currently chair of 
the board of Wilmington College.   

2017:  Joined board of Agraria Center for Regenerative Practice in Yellow 
Springs, OH. The times and the work are quickly adding to a potential 
book four! 

 
So, yes, in “retirement” I am certainly busy. Each phase of activity over the 
years has been a time of incredible learning. Leadership positions provide 
valuable experience as I work with colleagues to meet the new and seemingly 
increased challenges of the day during these tumultuous times. I am eternally 

http://www.railstotrails.org/
https://www.agrariacenter.org/
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grateful for the opportunities for service coupled with ever-deepening learning 
about this life journey on the planet.   
 
Astrid (Bruhn) Sanchez ’63 
Dear Friends, from the Canary Islands I send you all my greetings. I have been 
living here for many years as well as my youngest son and his family, who are 
all born here. 
 
The Pandemia was a blessing for me and the Quakers in Spain, as we organized 
a meeting online for Spanish speaking Quakers and as we are not many but from 
all over the country we are now able to meet via zoom every Sunday at six p.m. 
Greenwich time. So I am quite happy to have this opportunity. Maybe I will see 
some of you online at the meeting, that would be great. In Friendship, Astrid 
 
 

Class  of  1961 - 1962 
 
Heidi (Muller) Morlan ’61 
Terry Morlan ’62  
Heidi and I will have been married 57 years this summer; a long and happy 
relationship forged at Olney. For the last 40 years we have lived in Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. Heidi retired from teaching in 2000, and I retired in 2012 from 
my job as Director of Power Planning at the Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council in Portland. We have three children and seven grandchildren, and enjoy 
travel and activities with them as much as possible. Our travels have taken us to 
Europe several times, Costa Rica, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, 
Thailand, and other closer locations. 
 
Looking back over the years since folks of our age were born, it seems 
discouraging that progress toward peace and unity has been so slow. Despite the 
world growing more connected by modern communication, and business and 
personal relationships, we still find that religion, nationality, race, and political 
party are used to drive wedges of hate and bigotry between humankind. We have 
seen that democracy is more fragile than we thought when people in search of 
power are willing to deepen those wedges for their own purposes. We can only 
hope that recognition of what is necessary to preserve our world will eventually 
displace the apparent tribal survival instinct that is in our human DNA. 
 

Class  of  1969  
 
Corinne Precourt ’69 
I am living in Portland, close to my adult boys and four granddaughters, while 
husband Joe explores living in the Canadian Yukon. Too dark there for me! We 
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have our daughter (adopted from China) attending the University of Hawaii. 
Good thing my son is a pilot so we can utilize his flight benefits to visit each 
other. Peace to all! Corinne 
 

Class  of  1971  
 
Martina Weitsch x’71 
It’s hard to believe that it is 50 years since our class graduated and that it is 20 
years since I last visited Olney for our 30th reunion. 
 
After finishing high school in Germany (on my return from Olney), I took a 
break working for a local politician for a bit and then studies in Munich – rather 
aimlessly – for a few years, and finally graduated as a Translator/Interpreter. 
Much of that time had been filled with earning money driving a taxi and being 
heavily involved in the local feminist movement. 
 
I then moved to the UK where I worked as a translator for a while and then 
decided to change tack and started working in local government housing 
administration. I worked in Manchester, Halifax and London for several decades 
doing all kinds of different jobs, finishing up as CEO of a small housing 
association. After 4 years as a management consultant in that sector I quit the 
field completely, realising that politically so much had gone wrong that staying 
in the sector would contribute rather than solve the serious housing problems the 
country was (and is) facing. 
 
I was very fortunate that the Quaker Council for European Affairs in Brussels 
was just then hiring new directors and that my partner, Liz Scurfield, was also 
keen on a career change. So we went off to Brussels and spent ten challenging 
and rewarding years there, advocating with the European Institutions on issues 
such as women in prisons, peacebuilding and funding for peacebuilding, 
challenging the increasing militarism of the EU, and on climate-related issues 
and especially energy generation. It was a really wonderful experience and 
having decided after ten years that the organisation needed some new impetus, 
we moved back to London and retired. For me that was a little early, but there 
really wasn’t another paid job I would have taken. 
 
While we lived in Brussels, Liz and I also decided to get married, and did so in 
the historic and iconic Hotel de Ville (town hall) in the centre of Brussels, a 
medieval building that made a grand backdrop to the event. We were then 
invited to spend three months at Pendle Hill as Friends in Residence. When we 
came back, we threw ourselves into political activism by joining the Green Party 
and supporting a number of local and national election campaigns. 
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In 2017, we moved to York (the old one!) to a retirement community which is 
modelled on Quaker retirement communities in the USA. It is a good place to 
live, and especially during the last year of lockdowns and other restrictions has 
been a wonderful place to maintain social contacts, have access to lots of green 
spaces, and tend to our miniature allotment. Even better, we have a guest 
bedroom with its own bathroom and when it becomes possible again, we would 
be delighted to welcome friends from Olney if they find themselves travelling in 
the old country. mweitsch1953@gmail.com; phone 0044 1904767052. 

 
Class  of  1972  

 
Ann (Laitin) Menardi ’72 
Fifty years have passed by so quickly, but thoughts of Olney always bring a 
smile and warmth to my heart. Recently [I’ve been] more in touch with fellow 
classmates. 
  
Life has taken me down several paths, from working with developmentally 
challenged young adults in theatre, training others as well as myself to run/walk 
5K, to marathons of 42.2K, most recently learning to play the violin, and focus 
on building soil, gardening. Always focusing on good physical and mental 
health. 

 
 

50-Year Class  of  1973 
 

Carol (Kreider) Lisensky ’73 
How to sum up the 50 years since graduation in one paragraph? After Olney I 
went to Earlham College for four years, married George Lisensky, and moved to 
Pasadena, CA, for the next four years. In 1980 we moved to Beloit, WI, and that 
has been home base ever since. I have three daughters, two granddaughters and 
one grandson. I spent my professional life working with books and children, 
with jobs at the library at Caltech, the Beloit Public Library, and several years 
teaching preschool in between libraries! George’s work gave us opportunities to 
travel and live for short periods in other countries, so I’ve lived in Madison, WI, 
Berkeley CA, Glasgow, Scotland, twice and Lund, Sweden, several times. With 
one daughter in Portland, Oregon, we also get out there fairly often.  
  
I was very sad to miss last years’ big multiclass reunion, but was out of the 
country at the time. I promise to be at our reunion this year and hope to meet up 
with lots of friends there! Many of my fondest memories are of Olney, and it 
was a truly significant place in my life!  2216 Collingswood Dr, Beloit, WI 
53511; (608) 346-3064  
  
 

about:blank
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Beth Sanders ’73 
One might be reading all day if I attempted to report on the entire last 50 years 
of my life. However, (and thankfully for you) most of the “a-ha” moments have 
come in more recent years! The lessons have been fruitful. Many pieces to the 
puzzle of life have come to light significantly for me. I have been blessed for so 
many years with an ever-growing Faith. I continue to learn how to “let it go” by 
focusing on the daily positives and really listening for God’s direction in all 
things. I finally understand, it is OK to be a longtime work in progress!  
 
My life partner, Diane, and I have been together for 22 years. We had a lovely 
ceremony and celebration with 40 friends and family members in 2008 after NJ 
enacted its civil union law. We felt blessed to be able to renew those vows after 
the 2013 US Supreme Court ruling. Diane retired in 2010 after teaching high 
school algebra for 35 years. Some may remember, math was not my favorite 
subject! We jumped that hurdle early in our relationship by sharing new and 
common interests. Admittedly, I may know a little more about algebra. She 
certainly knows a lot more about animals! 
  
When I was in college, I never imagined a BS in Social Work would lead to 
such a variety of interesting positions. My career path included retail, non-profit, 
and information technology. In the final years, I was a software analyst for a 
large mortgage company in NJ. I had to retire early on disability due to ongoing 
issues with my heart and diabetes. 
  
Being adopted, I never had a family health history. I researched for years to find 
this information. A few years ago, I had my DNA tested through Ancestry.com. 
There were several close matches! I have half-siblings in South Carolina on my 
birth father's side. My birth mother’s grandmother was from the Philadelphia 
area and had major Quaker roots! It is a long story, but suffice it to say, I now 
have a useful family health history, a great relationship with my half-sister and 
close Quaker ancestors!!! See what I mean about ALL the blessings?! 
  
I am so grateful for my years at Olney. I thank all who dedicated so much time, 
energy, and patience to making sure my foundation there was stable and secure. 
Despite how difficult this “kid from Philly” made it at times!  
  
I have a new email address but no longer use Facebook; feel free to contact me 
at ba.live.127@gmail.com. Look forward to seeing folks in May 2023! 
 

Class  of  1975  
 
Fran “Francie” (Barton) Krohn ’75 
Greetings from Oregon! I moved back to my hometown of Eugene about three 
years ago. I was just starting to feel comfortable in my new home when the 

mailto:ba.live.127@gmail.com
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pandemic shut the world down. I had to count my blessings, one of which was 
the fact that I worked at home, so the lockdowns and masks were only a ripple 
in my routine. 
  
My youngest daughter was married October 22 in Idaho. I traveled there in my 
eldest’s car with her 5-year-old and one of the bridesmaids. We arrived before 
noon on Friday, and I went to work on the four, ten-inch, German chocolate 
cheesecakes to be served up as wedding cake. It was nice to get out of the house 
and see some of this wonderful creation on which we dwell. And now the nest is 
truly empty. After years of children coming and going between high school and 
college and jobs and the Peace Corps and AmeriCorps, the quiet is almost 
deafening. 
  
Summer is trying to come to an end. The days are getting short but the pole 
beans are still blooming and ripening. It is November and we have yet to see 
frost. The September rains are just beginning to move in for the winter. Life is 
shifting more toward indoors, and I have taken on a second part time job, mostly 
as a favor for a friend. Bookkeeping is a nice balance to the software 
programming that has been my main focus for many years. My grandparents had 
a sign somewhere that said “A change of work is as good as a vacation,” and I 
find that often quite accurate. I just hope I haven’t bitten off more than I can 
chew. Sometimes I wonder how it would be to retire … I would probably get 
bored.  
 

Class  of  1978  

Judah Nataf (Jean-Claude Larsen) ’78 

After two years of Covid lockdown and 
serving our community through a set of 
three glass doors, we are back to an open 
dining room M-F, 12:00-1:00, with 
Wednesday's groceries 12:00-1:00. [We 
have a] large space, high ceilings, only four 
chairs per table, and all volunteers 
vaccinated/boosted. Soup for You! Cafe at 
Bethany has operated out of the basement 
of a centuries-old, deeply-rooted Bethany 
Lutheran Church that we honor in our 
name. Things have changed, and continue 
to be in flux, but the SFY! Cafe at Bethany 
has not skipped a beat ... Covid lockdown, 
we were there, people were fed. Unrest, our very neighborhood looted and set to 
flame ... our Volunteers stayed in the trenches. The people were fed, were 

Judah Nataf '78 
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clothed, nourished, and hopefully comforted in this most extreme time of trauma 
and need. 
  
We will continue with the support of The Village, continue to feed, nourish and 
comfort all that come through our doors. This year we became incorporated and 
attained our non-profit status. This coming February, we will begin our 9th year 
of serving our Community. Soup For You Cafe at Bethany | Facebook  
  
Thank you, in peace, Jean-Claude/Chef Judah  
  

Class  of  1982  
 
Gwendolyn Giffen ’82 
I’m not the punk rocker with Lori Schmoe that was predicted in our class 
prophecy, but I do still pluck and strum the guitar when inclined, playing many 
of those old songs we used to sing in the student lounge. I think of Lori often.  
 
Don Bradley and I met at the original BW3 at OSU, married in 1985, and 
divorced in 1993. I went through nursing school and obtained an ADN with 
three young children in 1997, and went through a tumultuous custody dance 
until they all turned eighteen. The two oldest attended but did not graduate from 
Olney. There were eleven years between my two marriages which I will not 
detail. I married Bruce Cowen, the next-door-farmer, in 2004, and had a fourth 
child in 2006, who is now 15. Crow (Eilidh) (he/him) attended Scattergood for a 
year, but is back in public school as a sophomore by his own choice.  
 
I moved onto our family farm at their request when my folks moved to the 
Walton Home. After Bruce and I married, both farms and farmhouses became 
too much. In 2012, I bought nearly an acre with a ranch home on the edge of 
Bruce’s family’s 200 acres between Bellaire and Bridgeport, OH. Larry ’78 and 
Janice Giffen (Hon.) moved onto the Giffen farm around then. Our brother Jon 
’79 and his significant other of many years, Dawn Morris, live in a mobile home 
on the Giffen farm also. We’re all neighbors. Bruce was diagnosed with 
dementia six years ago and with Alzheimer’s two years ago. He ran the Cowen 
farm for many years, but can no longer farm. His family members live in several 
homes around us, and neighbors are supportive.  
 
I have been working as an RN since 1997, and obtained a BSN from 
Muskingum University in 2013. I’ve changed jobs to accommodate my family, 
personal growth, and needs, but have spent the most time in cardiac care, skilled 
care, and home health; always in direct care. I’ve taken a few breaks from direct 
nursing: writing a protocol to tag advertisements for pharmaceuticals for a 
document processing firm in Wheeling, doing alterations at David’s Bridal, and 
working the 1½ months prior to the pandemic teaching Health at Olney until the 

https://www.facebook.com/justoneguymakingsoup
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school closed residentially for the year. I have worked the remainder of the 
pandemic for Trinity Home Health in Steubenville, OH, generally trying to help 
people stay out of the hospital.  
 
My parents have both passed, and are buried in Stillwater Cemetery. Mother’s 
passing was difficult because not only did I lose her guiding spirit, I felt the 
larger community’s loss. I spend a lot of down time now on building my huge 
Quaker genealogy database, and that keeps me sane. My home health area is 
where Friends settled after the Revolutionary War, and where my mother used 
to visit people in their homes. She took me along for many of those visits. Our 
immediate family has been video conferencing almost weekly since the 
pandemic began. My son Lee (Bradley ’05x), his wife Becca, and three boys 
are in Minneapolis near my brother, Joey (Giffen-Hunter ’84) and wife Sarah. 
Tim (Bradley ’07x) and his fiancé Michelle live in Tempe, AZ, near my ex-
husband’s family. Crystal legally changed their name to Ru and gender to 
nonbinary, and lives with and near their partners in Pittsburgh. All are employed 
and well. Sometimes my sister Jennifer will join the call from NY, and Joey 
from MN. The descendants of my parents had a wonderful family reunion a few 
years ago at Ohiopyle State Park in PA. I look forward to reading about the last 
40 years of my classmates’ lives. 

 

40-Year Class  of  1983 
 
Stephanie (White) Sieger ’83 
Greetings from Colorado! 
After almost 40 years in the 
same house, neighborhood, and 
school district outside Madison 
WI, we relocated to Pueblo 
West in southern Colorado in 
February 2021. Our two 
daughters are now adults, out 
doing what adults do, and we 
urgently needed to be away 
from the long-term deep cold, 
ice, and humidity. After a few 
years of motorcycle road trips 

to Colorado to visit our oldest 
and her family, we landed on 
some property in Pueblo West and have made it ours. Hubby Brian is now 
working in nearby Cañon City, and I am still working for a large health 
insurance company/gov't contractor located in Madison, as a remote worker. I 

Stephanie (White) Sieger '83 
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can see the Sangres out my office window, and we have a view of Pikes Peak 
from our back patio.  
  
Colorado is made for motorcycle riding, so in October 2019, right before 
COVID, I got my 3-wheel license so I no longer have to be a passenger on my 
husband’s bike. I ride a sporty Spyder F3 Limited with all the bells and whistles, 
and love adventuring over high mountain passes and the twisties we have out 
here. Where we live is about a 30 minute (at most) ride to the bottom of the 
Front Range and into the Sangres and Spanish mountains, so adventuring never 
stops, and we can ride almost all year round here. To date I am over 21,000 
miles since Nov 2019. We try to take at least one long-haul road trip each 
summer, and really enjoy discovering new places. 
  
Our oldest and her family (two granddaughters as well!) live here in Colorado in 
the north part of the state; our youngest and her fiancé live back in Wisconsin 
near my Mom, Kathryn (Sidwell) White ’59. Stop in if you are in the 
neighborhood! We’ve typically got an open guest room (as long as the Grands 
are not here). 

 

Kim (Mott) Saderholm ’83 
Time has a way of always moving forward, hard to keep up with sometimes. 
Our 40th reunion is in a few months, which has its own kind of surrealness. Forty 
years since we graduated – really? Already? Let’s catch up in more detail on 
campus May 27! In the meantime, in a nutshell (which is better than the 
nuthouse), I’ll share snippets of my past 40 years.  
 
I got my BA in Horticulture from Berea College, KY, where I met Jon 
Saderholm. We’ve been married now for 34 years. We worked at Sandy Spring 
Friends School, Maryland, for five years, along with Jamie Zavitz, Louisa 
Zavitz, and Stan Smith. After our first two children were born, we moved back 
to Kentucky, near Louisville, to be closer to family. Our third child was then 
born. I was a stay-at-home mom and Jon taught high school physics and math. 
He got his PhD in educations studies and was offered a job at Berea College. We 
have been back in Berea 15 years, feeling a sense of “coming full circle.” I have 
a couple of part-time jobs that are satisfying and help knock down our mortgage. 
Jon and I both are involved in Berea Friends Meeting, which is an easy walk 
from our house. 
 
We are empty nesters now. We have three remarkable children who are uniquely 
and wildly different from each other. Our youngest, Levi, graduated from 
Earlham in 2021 with a music degree. He is now in Asheville, NC, building 
houses. Our middle, Ian, graduated from Grinnell College, Iowa, in 2015, with a 
theater degree. He is pursuing acting in Chicago and enjoys baking as a hobby. 
Our oldest, born to the world as Ben (Saderholm ’08), revealed to us this 
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summer that she is trans and is a woman. This is the highlight of the year for 
me: to get to know her as her authentic self. She is now named Julia. After 
graduating from Olney, she attended Grinnell, graduating in 2012 with double 
majors in math and Russian. She now teaches at a small independent high school 
in Lexington, KY. Life is full of wonderful surprises! If you are in or near 
Berea, please visit. I enjoyed a really good hike with Abe Rybeck ’78 a few 
years ago! 
 
I’m looking forward to celebrating with you all at Commencement – hope to see 
a whole bunch of the class of ’83, “starting to wonder what we’re going to be.”  
306 Jackson St, Berea, KY 40403; kimsaderholm@gmail.com; (859)358-4661 

 

Lars Etzkorn ’83 
Greetings! I continue my legal practice in Washington, DC, at Lars Etzkorn Law 
PLLC.  I work with individuals and families, and with local and national 
cultural, education, and health organizations. In addition to practicing law, I’m 
active in civic life, serving on public and private boards. Recently, I was 
appointed to the National Council for the Gephardt Institute for Civic and 
Community Engagement at Washington University in St. Louis. The institute 
fosters a vibrant culture of civic engagement throughout the university by 
supporting students in turning their passions into action. Like being at Olney, I 
enjoy being on campus and seeing hope. 
 
I continue to live in DC with my husband, Gregory Hoss, the President of David 
M. Schwarz Architects, Inc., and our energetic dachshund, Ella. After a five-
year search we bought a waterside home in Provincetown, MA, in the east-side 
gallery district. We make our home available to guests when we’re not in 
residence (including an under-25-lb. dog). Much to learn about that business. 
 
My mother, Hildegard “Hildy” (Garve) Etzkorn ’49, died in July. You can 
read about her in the “Friends who Have Passed” section. She lived a good life. 
 
We send our best to you and yours. Cheers, Lars 
 
 

Class  of  1986  

 
Sumana Misra-Zets ’86 
Hi Friends, this is the first time that I have sent in a life update in 36 years -- 
better late than never. I am very thankful to have had an amazing life, so far. I 
have been married to a wonderful man for 27 years, and have had the honor of 
raising two exceptional children. I recently retired after 25+ years in higher 

mailto:kimsaderholm@gmail.com
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education, serving in many positions during my tenure; Counselor, Professor, 
Civil Rights Compliance Officer, and Chief Diversity Officer. 
 
As blessed as I have been, life always has challenges. For the past three years I 
have been battling a rare form of cancer. Thankfully, I am well, for now. During 
this period I have had much time to reflect on my life. I often thought back to 
my time at Olney, fondly, and the memories would make me smile. I regret that 
I did not appreciate it while I was there. But I truly was a troubled soul back 
then. I also regret that I did not make an effort to stay in touch with friends and 
staff. I wanted to thank so many amazing members of the staff for supporting 
me during those tough teen years. Many thanks to Elizabeth Stanley ’76, D.R. 
Stanley ’66, Vic (Hon.) and Anna Peacock ’53, Lynn Anderson (Hon.), 
Leonard Guindon ’70, Helen Rockwell (Hon.), Cleda (Ewald) Mott ’57 and 
so many more. I am grateful to all of you. You are all in my thoughts and 
prayers. smisrazets@yahoo.com; (412) 855-9167 

 
Class  of  1997  

 

Chani West-Foyle ’97 
Tom Jacobs ’97 
Hi Olney! I grieve that it has been so long since we visited, somehow the four 
airfares and the time never seem to work out. I really hope we make it happen 
sometime soon!  
  
Tom and I are living in Portland, Oregon, with the two kids who are 11 and 8 
now. Life continues, mostly good, sometimes quite stressful, always exciting. 
Our most recent big change is that I got into an apprenticeship program and have 
spent the last 9 months working as an electrician’s apprentice, with an eye 
towards journeying out as a commercial electrician in 4.5 more years. It has 
been a good and sometimes challenging change for our family, and I’m enjoying 
learning so many new things!  
  
I always scan the Current for news of the 90s crew, and I still love seeing y’all. 
May your lives be rich and full! -- Chani and Tom  
 
 

Class  of  2008  
 

Julia (Benjamin) Saderholm ’08 
Hello friends! The past year brought the biggest change in my life so far, and I'm 
excited to share it with the Olney community. So without further ado, I'll jump 
right in. In early 2022, I discovered that I’m trans! More specifically, I am a 

about:blank
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trans woman. I'm using the name Julia, my pronouns are she/her, and it would 
mean a lot to me for you to start using those when talking with me or about me. 
(And don't feel bad about slip ups; they’re inevitable. Brains take time to 
retrain.) 
 
In the months since coming out to myself, I’ve found so much joy in getting to 
know myself better, and so much love and support from my family and from the 
communities I’m active in. It's been exciting, exhilarating, and more than a little 
terrifying, and I can’t wait to see what the future holds. 
 
In more mundane news, I’m in my fifth year teaching math at Sphinx Academy, 
a private microschool in Lexington, KY, catering to high schoolers who are both 
gifted and neurodivergent (ADHD, autism, dyslexia, etc.). It’s been a wonderful 
place to work, and I think I might even be starting to get the hang of this whole 
teaching business. -- Much love to you all, Julia 
 

10-Year  Class  of  2013   
 
Kerri (Rogers) Cheng ’13 
One of the more major life updates was taking a new job with the Ohio EPA in 
July 2021. I was previously at a consulting firm that had gone back to office full 
time many months prior however when I started at OEPA they were still 100% 
WFH and remained so until April of this year. A more consistent schedule and 
only two days spent in the office has given me a lot more time to do projects 
around the house my husband & I bought near the SE side of Columbus, OH in 
2019 as well as entertaining our 3 dogs.  
  
We recently took a 3-year delayed honeymoon in Costa Rica, a place I always 
dreamed of going after hearing so much praise from fellow Olney classmates 
and staff. Now I’m just starting to study for the Professional Engineering (PE) 
exam to hopefully obtain my PE license in 2023! 

 
Halie Gary ’13 
I am currently a career coach for the College for Creative Studies in Detroit, 
Michigan. My role involves representing all seven art majors and sub-
departments while supporting students with professional development, meaning 
job searching and building their resumes, portfolios, etc. as artists for their 
careers. When not working for the college I am continuing my career as a digital 
media artist and small online business owner. Within my career, I have been 
featured in multiple magazines and worked with major studios and 
musicians.  After Olney, I went to Allegheny College to receive a BA in Art & 
Technology (2017), and to Depaul University to earn the MA in Animation 
(2019). 
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Daniel Washburn ’13 
I’ve never sent in a life update to the Olney Current, so I’m not sure where to 
begin! A lot has happened in the almost ten years since I graduated. I attended 
Haverford College, where I majored in Computer Science, graduating in 2017. I 
then moved to downtown Detroit for about a year and a half for my first 
programming job, as a web developer with Compuware. After that, missing the 
warm weather, hills, and family members I have there, I moved back to North 
Carolina in early 2019 (this time Raleigh, instead of Greensboro, where I grew 
up), where I continued working as a software developer for a couple more 
companies. 
 
In December of 2020 I was fortunate enough to purchase my first home, one 
half of a duplex in Raleigh, NC. I have really enjoyed being able to garden and 
plant trees and shrubs on my little slice of Earth, and have gotten into plants in 
the last few years -- houseplants, growing vegetables and flowers, native 
gardening, native plant identification, etc. I go on lots of hikes in and around the 
Research Triangle area and nearby areas of the NC Piedmont, Sandhills, and 
coastal plain. I also bike and enjoy the use of the many greenways in Raleigh 
and the Triangle, especially the Neuse River Trail. Nature and the outdoors are a 
good antidote (or complement) to sitting in front of a computer wrangling with 
code and technology all day. My brother Jeremy moved in with me in August of 
last year (2021) when he left Greensboro and got a job as a pharmacy technician 
here in Raleigh. 
 
This year has been particularly tumultuous -- in a good way, despite the 
challenges that led to it all. The tech job that I had in late 2021 and early this 
year began well but quickly proved to be overwhelming -- I was a lead 
developer in all but title and saddled with work that would have better suited a 
team of two or three, with almost no training or handover period from the team 
of contractors previously responsible for the product. I got burned out and quit 
my job without any concrete plan in March. I then spent a few months 
(voluntarily) unemployed -- on sabbatical, as it were. During this time I took a 
break, did some maintenance work with my stepdad Steve Martin (Hon.) at 
Wallaby Ranch in Florida, travelled a bit; and tried to enjoy myself, recuperate, 
and think things over. Then I worked as a mover for a few weeks and as a door-
to-door canvasser for Amnesty International for four months. Most recently, I 
have started a web development job and am planning to save up money in order 
to start up my own business with Steve as a builder of ADUs (accessory 
dwelling units -- “granny flats” or tiny houses in the backyard of an existing 
home). I also have a new partner, Tay, who I met a few months ago and am very 
happy with. 
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Friends Who Have Passed 

Barbara (Autenrieth) Thygesen ’44 
Barbara’s email address was unsubscribed as “deceased” on October 24, 2022. 
No obituary has been found or received to date. 
 
 
Ruth (Starbuck) Stuckey ’45 
Ruth E. Starbuck Stuckey, age 95, of Wilmington, OH, passed away on 
Saturday, June 11, 2022, at Cape May retirement community. Born March 2, 
1927, in Salem, OH, she was the daughter of Jesse R. 1920 and Clara Bedell 
Starbuck 1920. Ruth was preceded in death by her husband, Dr. Roy Joe 
Stuckey, in 2014. 
 
A graduate of Wilmington College, she had a lifelong relationship with the 
Friends Community. Besides her greatest role as a mother and homemaker, Ruth 
was the surrogate mother of an early generation of “Aggies” at Wilmington 
College. Ruth had served in many capacities alongside her husband. She was a 
founding member of Campus Friends Meeting and was a graduate and longtime 
supporter of Olney Friends School. At Olney, she was an avid hiker and loved 
playing field hockey. 
 
Ruth's deep love of family and friends always led her to organizing and hosting 
dinners and events, and her love and consideration of people was included in 
remembering birthdays with gifts to the residents of Cape May. She took 
hospitality to a new level. 
 
Ruth is survived by her children, Mary Elizabeth (Stuckey) Newswanger x’83 
of Costa Rica, Rebecca Ruth Howarth of Cedarville, Joseph David (Jean Ann) 
Stuckey ’69 of Costa Rica, and John Llewellyn (Anne) Stuckey ’70 of 
Cumberland, Maryland. Also left to cherish her memory are 10 grandchildren, 
10 great grandchildren, and her sister, Dorothy (Starbuck) Smith ’48 of 
Hudson, Ohio. In addition to her parents and husband, Ruth was preceded in 
death by siblings, Anna Mae (Starbuck) Moffitt ’43 and Elizabeth 
(Starbuck) Osborn ’51. 
 
 
Hildegard “Hildy” (Garve) Etzkorn ’49 
At 91 years old, Etzkorn died peacefully in her sleep on July 11, 2022, in 
Jacksonville, Florida, where she was in memory care. Prior to the onset of 
dementia, she lived most of her life in St. Louis, Missouri.  
 
Etzkorn retired as a Family and Child Development Specialist with the 
University of Missouri. Earlier, she taught sociology at Fontbone University and 



40 
 

St. Louis County Community College. Before moving to St. Louis in 1969, she 
was an Assistant Professor of Sociology at California State University-
Northridge. Between college and graduate school, she taught high school 
science, including in Havre de Grace, Maryland, where she helped coach a state 
champion girls’ varsity basketball team. 
 
Her graduate research at the University of Nevada, Reno, found there was no 
effect on a child’s development if his or her mother was employed outside of the 
house versus stayed at home. She earned her BS from The Ohio State 
University. She graduated from Olney Friends School, in Barnesville, 
Ohio. Born in Columbus, OH. she was the third daughter of Elizabeth Fell 
Garve and T. Walter Garve, a noted ceramic engineer.  
 
Etzkorn volunteered at Opera Theatre Saint Louis and the Saint Louis 
Symphony Orchestra. She was a member of the Woman’s Club of St. Louis. In 
1986, she ran unsuccessfully for the Ladue School Board.   
 
Her husband of 49 years and eleven months, K. Peter Etzkorn, Professor 
Emeritus of Sociology and Ethnomusicology at the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, predeceased her, as did her grandson, Avery Etzkorn. She is survived by 
a son, Kyle Etzkorn, daughter-in-law, Lorraine Rodriguez, and grandchild, 
Maximillian Etzkorn, of Jacksonville, Florida; and a son, Lars Etzkorn ’83, and 
son-in-law, Gregory Hoss, of the District of Columbia.  
 
 
Anthony “Tony” Hinrichs ’65 
November 15, 2022. Tony was born in Wheeling, WV, on March 10, 1947, to 
Roland R. and Virginia (Burkhead) Hinrichs, who resided at the time in 
Narrows, Virginia. Tony graduated from Olney Friends School in Barnesville, 
OH, in 1965. He attended Wilmington College, OH, for two years and Earlham 
College in Richmond, IN, for two more years. 
 
Tony had lived in Indiana since 1980. Anthony met and married his sweetheart, 
Leialoha Garber, in 2013, and they settled at Robin Run Village in 2014. 
 
Quakers are Conscientious Objectors and, as a Quaker, Tony sent his draft cards 
back to the US Government. Anthony supported Southern Poverty Law Center 
(SPLC) and worked tirelessly to eradicate injustice in any form. 
 
Tony is survived by his wife, Leialoha (Garber) Hinrichs, a niece, Kathy 
(Hinrichs) Keith and their three children of Mt. Dora, FL, his stepchildren 
Angela (Moerchen) (John) Fessler of Humble, TX, Peter Moerchen, (Sarah), and 
Louis Moerchen, both of Auburn, AL, Tessa (Moerchen), (Jonathan) Northey of 
Northern Ireland, Anna Moerchen, and 8 step-grandchildren with another on the 
way. Anthony had no children of his own. 
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In addition to his parents, Tony was preceded in death by brothers Peter and 
Chris Hinrichs, a sister Rachel (Hinrichs) Pickering, and a half-brother Carl 
Goodwin. 
 
 
John Whitacre ’60  
John David Whitacre, age 79, passed away on October 15, 2022. He was born 
December 9, 1942, in Chicago, IL. He attended Olney Friends School in 
Barnesville, OH, then Kendall College in Chicago, IL, where he obtained an 
associates degree in electrical engineering, and later the DeVry Institute. 
 
While attending Kendall College, John began performing in his folk band, The 
Rum Runners. They studied, recorded, and performed in local coffee houses 
where John played the banjo, six-stringed guitar, and twelve-stringed guitar. The 
group opened and performed with such luminaries as Peter, Paul and Mary; John 
Denver; and Buffy Sainte-Marie. Some of their music has been preserved and 
can be found today on YouTube by searching the words “rumrunners 1960s folk 
concert.” Simultaneously, John worked for Zenith Electronics as an electrical 
engineer.  
 
After the band disbanded, John moved to Milwaukee, WI, to finish his 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering at Marquette University. While 
studying at Marquette, John worked at Koss Corporation where he helped design 
the company’s very popular headphones. At Koss, John constructed a portable 
radio/music player which facilitated demonstrating the headphones “off grid,” a 
precursor of future technologies.  
 

In 1973, John moved to Dearborn Heights, MI, where he began working for 
Ford Motor Company as an electrical engineer. His career with Ford was cut 
short when John was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. His health declined 
precipitously, and John underwent several profound near-death experiences. 
Contrary to medical prognosis, John continued to survive, and slowly his pain 
eased and strength began to return. As a pancreatic cancer survivor, John tried to 
encourage and support the many other patients who reached out to him. To this 
end, John wrote a book, Confronting Life Threatening Illnesses, which he shared 
with other patients and their caregivers. During his recovery, John also began to 
work with microcomputers and software, starting with the IBM PC-AT and 
early versions of Microsoft Word. He began experimenting with primitive 
screen readers and voice control systems.  

By the time John had recovered adequately to return to Ford, he had new skills 
that were in high demand, and he was placed in charge of Ford’s high-security 
database that tracked more than 600 internal Ford research projects. During 
these years, Ford initiated a program to encourage employees to contribute two 
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days per year of public service to their communities. John had become friends 
with a gifted blind teacher, Ted Lennox, who was attempting to empower his 
blind students with new technologies. In conformance with Ford’s initiative, 
John established the Internet Driver’s License for the Blind program. He 
recruited other Ford employees with computer skills, taught them to use 
adaptive technologies such as the computer screen reader, Jaws (Job Access 
with Speech), and they in turn tutored the blind students in the use of computers, 
email, word processing and adaptive tools.   

When John retired from Ford, he joined forces with Dr. Bernard Miller and 
committed the balance of his life to working with the blind and vision impaired. 
Initially John contributed his services to the not-for profit Optometric Institute 
and Clinic of Detroit, working with its executive director, Dr. Miller. When loss 
of funding forced the organization to close, John and Bernie formed 
iChallenged, which continued to offer the same programs and services, but 
without the overhead. Through iChallenged, John fulfilled one of his many 
dreams, providing hundreds of blind persons with skills to empower and 
improve their lives; and several of these students in turn have become gifted 
trainers of other blind persons. (For a recorded interview about iChallenged, 
which involves John, Dr. Miller, Ten Lennox and program host Foster Braun, go 
to YouTube and search “walk to end blindness iChallenged interview.”) John’s 
pioneering work with remote training had a particularly significant impact on 
the blind community worldwide including Jamaica, Lebanon, and Kenya. John 
served as the executive director of iChallenged until his death.  
John was preceded in death by his parents Jacob Harold Whitacre and Abigail 
Lucile Hollett as well as his sisters Donna Delite Kos and Gloria Jo Finston. He 
is survived by his wife of 55 years Arlene Ruth (Bradley) Whitacre. John is also 
survived by his two children Michael John Whitacre and Nancy Nicole 
(Whitacre) Kimberlin (married to Kevin Christopher Kimberlin Sr.), his 
grandchildren Vincent Christopher Kethman, Kevin Christopher Kimberlin Jr., 
Jayden David Kimberlin, Martha Ann Kimberlin, and Quintin Bradley Whitacre, 
and two great grandchildren.  
 
 
Gerry Grant ’65 
Note from John Stanley ’71: “Just received word from St. Mary Medical 
Center in Langhorne, PA, that following a brief hospitalization, Gerry Grant 
OFS ’65 passed away this afternoon at 74. Farewell, Friend.” No obituary has 
been found or received to date. 
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Joyce (Erdman) Way ’67 
Joyce Erdman Way passed away peacefully at her home in Aurora, Ontario, on 
Saturday, May 13, 2017. Joyce was diagnosed in November 2016 with ALS and 
the disease progressed rapidly. 
 
Joyce is survived by her loving husband of 48 years, Greg Way, their daughter, 
Lori, and two cherished grandchildren, Julian and Clarisa. 
 
Joyce was born on August 29, 1949, in Washington, D.C. When she was 3, her 
parents sailed with her across the Caribbean from Costa Rica to Puerto Rico 
where they lived on their sailboat throughout her childhood. In 1967, Joyce 
attended Oberlin College, Oberlin, OH, where on her second day there, she met 
the love of her life, Greg. They moved to Regina, Saskatchewan, in 1970 where 
Joyce worked as a librarian assistant for the Regina Public Library. After 
moving to Aurora, Ontario, in 1994, Joyce worked at Pickering College library 
and St. John’s Music. She retired early along with Greg in 2006. 
 
First and foremost, Joyce was a fulltime wife and mother, dedicating herself 
entirely to caring for her family. She was an exceptional cook and an 
immaculate homemaker, a perfectionist who always gave her family the best and 
the best of herself. Kind, considerate, and compassionate by nature, joy shone 
from within, through her eyes and her smile that she shared so freely with all. 
 
 
Arlo Hall ’70 
Arlo Hall, age 69, of Fountain City, IN, died Monday, September 13, 2021, after 
living courageously with cancer since 2017. He lived every day the best he 
could with a gracious spirit. 
 
Arlo was born on January 7, 1952, in Richmond, IN, to Leonard and Zula Hall. 
He graduated from Olney Friends Boarding School in Barnesville, OH, in 1970 
and earned his machinist journeyman's card through Ivy Tech Community 
College in Richmond. Arlo married his best friend and life partner, Leslie Beals 
Hall, in 1984. They enjoyed camping and boating together. Arlo retired as a 
fabricator at Steven’s Wire, a job he really loved, in 2019. He also worked 
several seasons at the Middlefork Reservoir.  
 
Arlo was a lifelong member of First Friends Meeting in Richmond, where he 
served in many capacities and sang in the choir for many years. Arlo dearly 
loved this church and its members. He was also a member of the Richmond 
Senior Community Center and Richmond Conservation Club. Arlo was an 
accomplished woodworker and enjoyed doing wood carvings. He loved to fish 
and liked cars. 
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Survivors include his wife of 37 years, Leslie; sisters, Karen Hall O'Brien of 
Bellville, IN, and Iris Johnston of Brunswick, GA; sisters-in-law, Lynn Beals of 
Fountain City and Laura (Beals) Beeler and family of Peru, IA; brother-in-law, 
Bob Jacques of Hemet, CA; and several nieces and nephews, whom he deeply 
loved. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Gweneth Jacques; father-in-law 
and mother-in-law, John and Carol Beals; and brother-in-law, Robert Beals. 
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