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Head of School Report
The question I am asked most often when I visit alumni is “What is
enrollment this year?” This is not a superficial question, and the answer
is like a litmus test for how the school is doing. If enrollment is “in the
30’s,” people get a scared look on their faces and wonder how the school
can still be in existence. If the answer is “in the 40’s,” people look sad
and wonder how it can go on much longer. If the answer is “in the 50’s,”
people’s blood pressure drops a bit as they feel hope and excitement
about longer-term stability. If the answer is “in the 60’s,” eyebrows go
up and people wonder if things are changing at the school in a significantly positive way. If the answer is “in the 70’s,” people ask “what is the
capacity of the school now?” (The answer is about 80, although the size
of the dining room becomes problematic at that point.)
When I first arrived at Olney in February of 2015, several months
before I was to assume the role of Head of School, enrollment was
in the 30’s. Last year, enrollment was in the 40’s. This year we are in
the 50’s and are confident of having 60 students next year. There are
already students in the “pipeline” and a smaller graduating class this
year. And yes, the year after that we plan to be in the 70’s.
Many people are responsible for this increase in enrollment, not
the least of which are the students, who are eager for more to join
their ranks and who talk fondly about living and learning at Olney.
Parents are sending siblings and referring friends to the school. There
is a quality team of faculty working in admissions now, and the message to everyone associated with the school is: “Spread the word about
what is happening here!” It is working, and there is more information
about what we are doing in student recruitment later in this Current.
Two years ago, when deciding whether to apply to be Olney’s
Head of School, I was hesitant because I was not sure whether the
Olney I knew and loved could survive in today’s world. I knew that
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it is harder to operate a boarding high school in an increasingly
regulated and litigious society. I knew that with America’s shrinking middle class, the school would be increasingly hard to afford for
moderate-income families. Those with greater financial means have
many options for educating their youth, so why would they choose
Olney? A more fragmented Quaker community makes it less likely
that today’s young Friends would be encouraged to attend Olney;
unlike the old days, when we knew we would attend and could not
wait to be old enough to go to the school.
Above all else this question loomed: Does Olney offer a program
of residential education, based on Quaker testimonies, which is valued by today’s youth and families, and are they willing and able to
pay for such an education?
It is not until now that I can send a resounding message of confidence and hope in the expressed value and long-term viability of the
school. Why do I feel this way? What has happened, and how have the
above concerns been resolved? What is bringing students here now?

•O
 lney looks great! The school’s appearance, functioning, and space
utilization have seen a lot of progress. Every room in the Main has
had a makeover, and both dorms have received much-needed attention. All the buildings and grounds have been noticeably improved,
as detailed later in this Current.

• The new curriculum is central to the surge in interest in the school,
with the key components being more student-centered learning and
more real-world problem-solving. (The curriculum is explained in
greater detail later in this issue.) The more individualized course of
study has also enabled year-long open enrollment.
• The re-certification of the school through the Independent Schools
Association of the Central States (ISACS) was a necessary key
endorsement, with the added bonus that the curriculum remodel
was described as “bold and substantive.” The ISACS visiting team
also commended Olney for adhering to Quaker values and was
impressed with how much our day-to-day functioning is guided by
testimonies of simplicity, peace, integrity, community, equality, and
stewardship (SPICES).
• The continued integration of the farm, its USDA Organic certification, and the focus on sustainability and local food sources
demonstrates the school’s commitment to stewardship.
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• The Stillwater Science Center (SSC) continues to grow in importance as we emphasize environmental science, community
education, and outreach. Yale scientists used the SSC to conduct
their Ohio Water and Air Quality Study this summer. There is
more information about this important study later in the Current.
• Finally, student involvement and empowerment, including the now
weekly Community Meeting, has been crucial in developing a culture of inclusivity and shared decision-making.
As much good news as there is to share, Olney’s future still also
depends on the widespread support of the extended Olney family.
We are not a school exclusively for families able to pay full tuition. As
a Quaker school, we are committed to offering the Olney education
to families from all backgrounds and financial means. This includes
Quaker families, local students, and those from a wide variety of
countries including war-torn Afghanistan.
With so much working so well at Olney, it is now my priority as your
Head of School to travel and to re-engage with as many of you as possible. I look forward to this, to hearing about your past connections with
the school, learning more of what you value about Olney, and exploring
how you can support the vital mission of this amazing school.
Please call 740-425-3655 ext. 218, if you would like to host a gathering or meet with me personally to talk about Olney’s past, present,
and future. Also, enclosed in this Current are Olney Admissions flyers that you can give to prospective families and help spread the word
about Olney. The school is still here, after all these years, because of
the work and support of many people. Let us honor our shared legacy
and continue to build Olney together.
– Ken Hinshaw ’74
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Students, 2016–2017
Freshmen

Marisa Becerra
Isaac Erb
Carrin Fultz
Abbigail Keller
Chloe Mankin
Christian Ufitikirezi
Isabelle Hannahs

Barnesville, Ohio
New Bremen, Ohio
Harrogate, Tennessee
Barnesville, Ohio
Barnesville, Ohio
Kigali, RWANDA
Quaker City, Ohio

Sophomores

Olivia Beard
Gudari Castillo-Moreira
Bosco Dusengimana
Emma Guy
Stacy Hall
Sara Hirayama
Andrew Iwnejiora
James Leak
Eric Li 		
Luc Nsabindora
Jose Ramirez
Tate Shannon
Malaya Tindongan
Ethan Wise
Ari Ruffino
Gareth Zahnke-Basuki
Xin Zhou
Joshua Haverland-Logan
Dillon Bradley
Marissa Belock
Joshua Bennett
Marla Buzovecz

Belmont, Ohio
Monteverde, COSTA RICA
Kigali, RWANDA
Wheeling, West Virginia
Dearborn Heights, Michigan
Tokyo, JAPAN
West Henrietta, New York
Barnesville, Ohio
Ding Zhou, CHINA
Kigali, RWANDA
Monteverde, COSTA RICA
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Nelsonville, Ohio
Woodsfield, Ohio
Micanopy, Florida
Big Stone Gap, Virginia
Ding Zhou, CHINA
Rogersville, Tennessee
Bellville, Ohio

Juniors

Dublin, Ohio
Colliers, West Virginia
Mulege, MEXICO

Madeleine Erb
Rowan Fahl-Matlack
Ines Ingabire
Maddy Mickley
Amy Owens
Hope Peeler
Antonia Sigmon
Rachel Smith
Samuel Ufitikirezi
Joe Velick
Lichen Yang
Balemlay Alamerewu
Nathnael Gashu
Ipsilan Castillo-Moreira
Ali Hussainzada
Lauren Collier
David Ulin-O’Keefe
Emilio Valverde
Ellis Reed
Devra Roberts
Abraham Song
Amin Elnawawy
HaYeon Lee
Mobin Mussazadah
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New Bremen, Ohio
Athens, Ohio
Kigali, RWANDA
Gambier, Ohio
Metuchen, New Jersey
Harrogate, Tennessee
Saint Clairsville, Ohio
Lodi, New York
Kigali, RWANDA
Ann Arbor, Michigan
Kunming, CHINA
Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA
Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA

Seniors

Monteverde, COSTA RICA
Kabul, AFGHANISTAN
Slippery Rock, Pennsylvania
Asheville, North Carolina
Urbana, Illinois
Yorktown, Indiana
Belmont, Ohio
Kunming, CHINA
Chicago, Illinois
Incheon, SOUTH KOREA
Kabul, AFGHANISTAN

Admissions Update

Aaron Schultz (Hon.), Director of Admissions
Over the past year, Olney has pursued numerous initiatives in
its effort to attract quality students from
both the United States and abroad. Our
Admissions Ambassador program has
representatives spread out across the
world; and our Early Entrance option has
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allowed several mature, talented, studious eighth-graders to begin
their high school careers a year early. Inbound traffic to olneyfriends.
org has witnessed a nearly 200% increase from the previous year and
our visibility on social media has risen by approximately 2400%, with
our posts being seen over 1.5 million times since September 2015.
Additionally, Olney established a physical presence at numerous events throughout the year. Olney participated in high school
informational fairs this fall, and we shared information about Olney
with many students and school personnel. Olney was represented
at the Cleveland Breakthrough Schools and Ruffing Montessori
in Cleveland, Falk School at the University of Pittsburgh, Campus
School of Carlow University, Environmental Charter School in
Pittsburgh, the Lexington School in Kentucky, and the Friends School
Minnesota. We also attended the Norwood School in Bethesda,
MD, where 500 students and families attended. The Sidwell Friends
School, Westtown, and Sandy Spring were all represented at this
event, and we enjoyed speaking to faculty members and gathering
information about these other Quaker schools.
These efforts have allowed the school to experience a considerable
increase in awareness, interest, inquiries, on-campus visits and, most
importantly, enrollment. Olney’s student body has eclipsed 50 for the
first time in several years, with a rapidly growing pipeline of prospective students looking to either enroll during this year or next fall.
Our new students continue the rich legacy of diversity that has
been a staple of Olney for many years. We have recently welcomed new
students from Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Japan, South Korea, Pakistan,
Mexico, and Costa Rica, as well as from across the United States.
Even as we approach our highest enrollment numbers in nearly a
decade, please remember that there are many ways that you can help
assist us in our admissions efforts. If you have a student in mind who
you feel would fit well here at Olney, please reach out to them or to
our Admissions Department. As has been the case for many years,
word-of-mouth referrals remain essential to continuing the traditional vitality of our school culture.

OLNEY CURRENT
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New Staff
Olney is pleased to welcome the following new faculty members.
Lorin Kinney Assistant to Head of School
Lorin Kinney is a resident of Barnesville, Ohio,
but is originally from Elkins, West Virginia. She is a
graduate of Marshall University, where she received a
Bachelor’s and Master’s of Science in Environmental
Science specializing in aquatic ecology. Lorin started working at
Olney as Assistant to Head of School in May 2016.
Jessa Martin Humanities, Girls Dorm Staff
Jessa Martin is a graduate of the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County with her Bachelor’s
in History and has her certificate to teach ESL. She
comes to Olney with experience working in several
other boarding schools and is excited to see what
she can do to enrich the lives of her students. She teaches First Year
Humanities among other classes, is head of the dorm, and is the Lake
Director. In her free time she enjoys traveling, reading, and writing
poetry. She looks forward to learning about the Olney community
and contributing to Olney activities such as GymEx.
Kristal McGee Business Manager
As Business Manager, Kristal brings 25 years of
business and facilities management experience to
Olney. A lifelong resident of Barnesville, she enjoys
reading, gardening, and spending time with her
family and her best friend, Buddy.Kristal loves being a part of the
Olney family. “Olney is truly a special place. The students and faculty
are awesome and I look forward to coming to work
every day.”
Cynthia Walker Math, Science
Cynthia Walker joins us from Kent State
University, where she was teaching English for
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Technology and Math in the ESL Center. Before she became a
teacher, she was an engineer and programmer, working for IBM and
NASA, among others. She enjoys listening to live music, reading, and
playing with her cat, Mika.

garden art and accents made with recycled and repurposed materials.
Alaine left teaching for two years to manufacture a family designed
plant lamp titled, LumaCulture, and to operate a gallery and store.
Alaine enjoys any activity out of doors, work or play, especially gardening and hiking. At Olney, she is tasked with coordinating the art
program, offering art Endeavors and landscape enhancement.

Jake Hunkler Intern
Jake Hunkler is a twenty-six-year-old
native of Maine. He grew up on a small
island off the coast, in a town of seven hundred people. Throughout his life he has
been fortunate enough to travel, both on
his own and with his family. Overall his travels have meant that he
has spent over a fifth of his life outside the country, living in places
like Kenya, Mexico, Colombia, Ecuador, Puerto Rico, New Zealand,
and Australia to name a few. As a result he can speak basic Spanish
and Swahili.
For the past six years he has been the crew leader, running a team
of seaweed harvesters in Downeast Maine, an hour and a half east
of Bar Harbor. He has a degree in History with a focus on historical perspective and was just short of his creative writing minor. He
decided to come to Olney because he felt it was time to follow the
career path he has wanted to have since he was in the third grade:
to become a high school teacher. He is excited to see how the year
unfolds at Olney.
Alaine Peaslee-Hinshaw Art
Alaine Peaslee-Hinshaw grew up in Washington,
D.C. She attended Beloit College in Wisconsin, and
Bethel College in Kansas earning a B.A. in Sociology,
Teacher Certification, and a B.A. in Art. She completed a Masters in Art and Teaching at Webster University in St.
Louis, Missouri. Intermittent with thirty years of teaching, first at
Scattergood Friends School, and then at Whitfield School, an independent day school in St. Louis, she and her husband, Christopher,
created and sold art through their business, Eclectic Arts, featuring
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Christopher Hinshaw
Humanities, Admissions and Development

Christopher Hinshaw attended Olney in 1975
before transferring to Scattergood Friends School
and graduating in 1979. He attended Beloit College
in Wisconsin and Bethel College in Kansas, earning a degree in Peace Studies and Political Science and received a
M.Ed. from the University of Iowa in the Social Foundations of
Education. After teaching and administrative work for over thirty
years, including serving as head of two schools, he has joined the
Olney community and serves as the Junior Humanities teacher and
assists with admissions and development. Most recently he was the
Sortland Chair in History at John Burroughs School in St. Louis,
where he taught U.S. History and Global Studies. He was appointed
as the school’s first Director of Sustainability, tasked with helping the
school become more eco-literate and sustainable. Christopher enjoys
outdoor recreation and exploration.
Faculty transferred to new positions at Olney
Mark Hibbett joined the Olney community last year as a farm
intern. He has taken over the Assistant Farmer position. He would
love to do more hands-on teaching at the school and dreams of having his own farm someday to help men with life crisis of all sorts.
Mark grew up in the Ohio Valley, and spent most of his adult life in
Central Florida. Photography is his favorite hobby and foreign and
inner-city outreach are his ministries of choice.
Joe Sullivan has become College Counselor & Academic Advising
Coordinator. His degrees: B.A. History, Dominican College,
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Orangeburg, NY: M.S. Education: School Counseling, Long Island
University Hudson Graduate Campus, Sparkill NY.
Joe spent eight years working in the admissions department of
Dominican College in Sparkill, NY, beginning as an admissions
intern and leaving with the title of Senior Admissions Counselor. In
September of 2014 he moved his family (Nicole, his wife, and Ella, his
then seven-month-old daughter) to Olney’s campus serving as the
Director of Admissions until March 2016.
Aaron Schultz has transitioned to the Director of Admissions at
Olney Friends School. Before coming to Olney, he worked for nearly
a decade managing residential living facilities for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. He also was a writing lab
instructor at Belmont College, DJ’ed across the Ohio Valley, managed websites and social media platforms for independent authors
and worked in sleep medicine. He holds undergraduate degrees from
Belmont College and West Virginia University at Parkersburg with
an interdisciplinary focus in English, psychology and philosophy. In
his free time, he enjoys hiking, road trips, attending concerts, and
exploring campus with his dog, Weezer.
Phineas Gosselink has nearly thirty years of experience in formal
and informal education, ranging from teaching wilderness skills in
Vermont and AP Calculus in New York, to cooperatively developing horse traction agriculture in indigenous communities in Bolivia.
Since joining the Olney faculty in 2012, he has taught Honors
Literature, several social justice courses, and all levels of math from
Geometry to PostCalculus. This year he’s also taken on responsibility for academic administration. Phineas graduated from St. John’s
College in Annapolis, MD, and earned an M.Ed. in Curricular
Design from Antioch University in Keene, NH. He lives in the dorm
with his cat, and has been a practicing Friend since 1975.

Olney Board
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Dottie (Stratton) Churchwell
I grew up in New Jersey in a family with strong roots in Ohio
Yearly Meeting. It was assumed that my brothers and I would be
Olney students and carry on the traditions of our parents and grandparents. My family spent time every summer in Barnesville, Flushing,
and Middleton visiting grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins. Of
course, we went to meeting on First Day, often at Stillwater.
Life at Olney was a good fit for me. I loved being in the dorm
and sharing a room with two, three—or even many more (Big
Attic)—roommates. I even enjoyed my classes! Learning about the
spring wildflowers in the Belmont County woods made a lifelong
impression on me. I returned to Olney for my first teaching job, and
I often think of those students and how much they taught me!! I left
after one year to get married and move to another Quaker school in
Tennessee.
After Tennessee it was graduate school (astronomy for Ed and
mathematics for me), becoming parents and moving to astronomy
centers: Charlottesville, VA and Green Bank, WV, followed by several
years in the Bonn area of Germany before moving to the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. Though based in Madison for the past 39
years, we have traveled extensively to international astronomy conferences and telescope sites. We have friends all over the world.
Left to right: Mimi Kramer ’64, Pat McCune, Beata Peck-Little ’75, Wanda
Rockwell ’56, Lars Etzkorn ’83, Frank Fisher (Hon.), Elizabeth Sikkenga, Dottie
Churchwell ’59. Not Pictured: Sara Towe Horsfall ’64, Sam Leath ’06
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Teaching math at various levels has been one of my passions. I
love being able to work with a student and help that student find
enthusiasm for math and also success. Contact with students is what
I really miss with retirement.
What else do I love? I am a passionate gardener when the climate
and other commitments allow. Wildflowers and gardening have led to
a volunteer leadership position with our Arboretum’s Native Plant sale.
I have shepherded a children’s summer camp for over ten years. It
was a project that was “dumped” on me when the founders suddenly
retired. I didn’t know there was so much to learn about running a summer camp, forming a non-profit organization, raising money to buy
property and the ongoing fundraising to keep the project going. Forging
connections and keeping the contacts active have been very important.
Along the way I have met many interesting people and watched a generation of campers grow up to become counselors. I think we now have
a solid foundation of camp families and finances for the future. It is
time to work on nurturing new leadership for my position.
Lars Etzkorn
Lars’ legal practice focuses on estate planning and administration, charitable giving and nonprofit governance. He works with
individuals and families, and with local and national cultural, education and health organizations.
He started his legal career as Counsel with the U.S. Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, and was
then Counselor to the Vice Chair at the Interstate Commerce
Commission.    Lars served also in senior and cabinet appointments
for four mayors in two cities (Bosley and Harmon in St. Louis, MO;
and Williams and Fenty in Washington, DC). In addition to practicing law, he is a trustee of Olney Friends School, in Barnesville, OH,
and is a member of the Alumni Board of Governors at Washington
University in St. Louis. By mayoral appointment, he is a member of
the DC Commission on National and Community Service (Serve
DC), and is Vice Chair of the Saint Elizabeths East Advisory Board.
Lars is a cum laude graduate of Saint Louis University School

of Law, where he was Editor in Chief of the Saint Louis University
Public Law Review. He received his undergraduate degree in history
from Washington University in St. Louis. Lars is licensed to practice
law in the District of Columbia and the State of Missouri. He lives
in DC with his husband, Gregory Hoss, the President of David M.
Schwarz Architects, Inc., and their energetic dachshund, Ada.
Frank Fisher
Frank has a long history with Quaker education. He has taught
at five Friends’ schools, including Olney in the mid-80’s. Currently
he is teaching History at the Friends Central School in Wynnewood,
PA and serves as an Advisor and Grade Dean. He earned a BA in
History from Earlham College and received his MA in History from
Ohio University.
Frank is a member of the Germantown Friends Monthly Meeting
in Philadelphia, PA, and his meeting duties include Hospitality,
Worship and Ministry.
Mimi Gamble Kramer
My life is horribly consistent. My brother Sam (Olney ’67) remembers how I organized our cousins at Gamble reunions to play school,
appointing myself the teacher. The cousins hated it and fled to ball
games as quickly as possible. Decades later, I am still teaching, even
though formally retired after 50+ years in higher education—starting as a teaching assistant and finishing as full professor of English.
Today I am an adjunct again (some might say I have come full circle!),
but now I teach what I like: business communication to undergraduates online and detective fiction to retirees face-to-face.
The other horribly consistent thread in my life (or curse, depending on your viewpoint) is organizational skills. You’ll notice I
mentioned organizing the Gamble cousins. By the time I was
a senior at Olney, as self-gov directors Harold Cooper and I were
trying to organize student body business. At Earlham I was “head
desk,” scheduler and timekeeper for us work-granters who staffed
reception and the pbx system in the women’s dorms (a great way to
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learn who was dating whom). In grad school I supervised and evaluated English Dept. teaching assistants. At Purdue’s business school
I directed the graduate communications courses and instructors.
With 20/20 hindsight it’s no surprise, then, that I eventually became
a department chair. Managing 25 full-time faculty and 50 adjuncts
is often like herding cats. Developing and staffing academically rich,
pedagogically sound programs on a very tight budget amid conflicting institutional priorities can be like pushing the proverbial rock
uphill. Balancing hiring committees, classroom observations, and
performance reviews with one’s own teaching load can cause tooth
grinding late at night. And yet, I wouldn’t trade the warm friendships, amazing students, and deep sense of accomplishment for
anything. What we do in education matters, and sometimes we get
to see dramatic results in students’ lives.
What have I learned along the way? To be patient, but to recognize
when it’s time to act. To be forgiving, but not to suffer fools gladly. To
guide, hopefully by example. To listen. To trust the process when
it’s a sound one; to build sound processes when they are lacking. To
compromise. To remember to laugh. To identify the greatest good for
the greatest number and act accordingly.
What else have I learned? To marry my college sweetheart (47
years and counting). To ski (at age 32). To travel the world and delight
in its cultures. To find the bathroom in six languages. To know that I
still have a lot to learn, hallelujah.

medieval European history to director of diversity at the Graduate
School to liaison for postdoctoral researchers to senior project manager for deans. My graduate and undergraduate degrees are in topics
related to medieval law, theology and Celtic Studies.
Over the past 30 years my community service activities have
involved literacy programs for grades K-5, cancer support nonprofits, and synagogue Board service and fund-raising. All these
activities continue, in various forms, in my retirement. I would
describe myself as a life-long learner whose engagement in education
has been personal, professional and familial.
My identity is very much as a small-town girl. I grew up in Fredonia,
NY, then was educated overseas, and since 1983 I’ve lived in Ann Arbor,
MI. My husband, Ed Stein, is a never-to-be retired trial attorney who
consults and teaches continuing education. Aaron McCune Stein, our
son, has been an English teacher in China since 2008. I’ve two stepchildren, Jill and Jeremy, and two grandchildren now in high school.

Pat McCune
I joined the Olney Board of Trustees in July 2016 and, at this point
at least, I am the only Trustee who has not attended Olney or even
have other family members with OFS connections. I was recruited by
another Trustee, Elizabeth Sikkenga, a long-time friend, for my views
as an “outsider” and for my experience and interest in education.
I retired in June 2015 from the University of Michigan after more
than 30 years in higher education as a teacher and administrator.
My work and job titles over the years have varied from professor of
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Sam Leath
Sam Leath was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio and attended
Olney Friends School from 2002–2006. Upon graduating from OFS,
Sam attended Haverford College, where he studied anthropology and
completed a concentration in Latin American and Iberian Studies. In
addition to anthropology, Sam took a number of Spanish and French
classes, studied and volunteered abroad in Costa Rica, completed an
independent study course on social models of disability, and wrote his
senior thesis on Deaf culture. Upon graduating from Haverford, Sam
returned to Columbus for three years, joining the Board of Trustees at
Olney Friends School and completing studies to become a professional
sign language interpreter. In 2013, Sam achieved National Interpreter
Certification (NIC) and relocated to San Francisco, California where he
has been working as an interpreter since.
Sam has been admitted to the ESADE Business School—one
of Europe’s Top 5 business schools—in Barcelona, Spain. He aims
to begin his year-long Master of Science (MSc) in Innovation and
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Entrepreneurship studies in August of 2016. In addition to providing
new tools with which to create positive social impact, Sam hopes that
his graduate studies will allow him to enhance his service to Olney
Friends School through his work as a trustee.

in classics), lived overseas as a teacher of English, gone to graduate
school in linguistics, and worked as the editor of an arcane academic
bibliography. While living in Austin, I met a fellow Michigander,
Henry Velick; we moved back to Ann Arbor, and somehow I ended
up going to business school. We live in a crumbling old house near
downtown, with two big hairy dogs, and Joe, when he’s here. During
the day, I teach entrepreneurship to undergraduates and consult with
small businesses and start-ups about marketing. In the evenings, I
make art in my basement and pack up care packages with dried fruit
and warm socks to send to Joe at Olney.

Dr. Sara Towe Horsfall
Graduated from Olney in 1964. Taught Sociology at Texas
Wesleyan University in Fort Worth, Texas for 15 years, before retiring in 2013. Before that she worked as a foreign correspondent in
Kolkatta, India; Athens, Greece, and London, England—for the New
York City Tribune and the Middle East Times. She worked as a music
teacher while completing her PhD in Texas, and is currently a member of the Baltimore Classical Guitar Orchestra. She also teaches
part-time at Frederick Community College in Frederick, Maryland.
Beata Peck-Little
Beata Peck Little ’75 is the daughter of Robert and Hanna Peck
(Hon.) and originally came to Olney at six years of age when her
father began teaching German. She is currently living in Harrisburg
where she maintains a private practice as a psychotherapist focusing primarily on patients who have experienced significant trauma,
including children and teens. Her professional life has taken a number of directions, but always with a focus on social justice issues;
she has served as an advisor to HUD, helped promulgate legislation
both Federally and for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, assisted
with the Advisory Committee on Wrongful Conviction and developed training for the Dept. of Defense on Domestic Violence in the
Military. Beata has two grown sons who both live in Philadelphia.
She has been a Trustee for over five years and is currently serving as
Co-Clerk. When not working she spends time on her bike, paddles,
builds gardens and creates food for people who love to eat.
Elizabeth Sikkenga
When I left Olney, I never dreamed I’d be back someday with
a teenager of my own: my son, Joe Velick, is a junior. Between my
junior year and his, I’ve graduated from Earlham College (majoring
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Wanda J. Rockwell
Growing up in the Ohio Yearly Meeting community in Winona,
Ohio, we always knew we would be attending Friends Boarding School
(kna Olney Friends School). Grandparents, parents, aunts and uncles
had attended before us. I graduated Olney in 1956, a four year senior.
I had a “gap year” and worked as proofreader for the local daily newspaper in Salem, Ohio. I attended Otterbein College, Westerville, Ohio,
then transferred to Wilmington College, Wilmington, Ohio. Olney
classmate John Rockwell and I married in June 1960.
My work experience has been secretarial—at college public relations office, Olney, then legal secretary for Thomas (Peach) Hampton
‘68 from 1985-1999. In 1999 I returned to Olney, retiring in June 2005.
We have two children, Faith ’80 (living with husband Ken Kirk
’78 outside Fayetteville, TN), and Joel ‘83 and wife Shelley ’82 living
near Barnesville. Olney was a great place for staff kids to grow up.
And there are three grown grandchildren, two living in Nashville,
TN and one in Lynchburg, VA.
Between Olney stints, we lived six years in Virginia Beach, VA,
where there was a Friends meeting and Friends school. We returned to
Ohio in 1972 helping to establish Raven Rocks, Inc. outside Beallsville.
In retirement we still live at Raven Rocks though the corporation
no longer raises Christmas trees, a focus of the group’s attention for
40 years.
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Around Campus
Olney’s Curriculum

Emily Carton (Hon.)
Olney has transitioned from a traditional, teacher-directed model
of education, to a student-centered, project-based model (Endeavors).
We clarified the component pieces of our curriculum—in other
words, what we expect all Olney graduates to know and be able to
do (Olney Letters)—which made our goals for student learning more
deliberate and transparent. It scarcely seems possible that little more
than a year has passed since the faculty sat down to map out the first
batch of Olney Letters.
The new curriculum was received by students with many
questions about how it would all work at first, but with growing
enthusiasm as the year progressed. As one student said at the final
Community Meeting, “Figuring out the new system was hard in the
beginning, but I learned really important time management skills.”
Another student pointed out that these skills will “really help me in
college.” Yet another noted that “in a conventional system, if you don’t
get it, you fail. But here you can change that—if you don’t understand
it, you can take more time on it . . . you really learn everything.”
It is clear that students appreciated the greater opportunities for
self-driven learning, as well as the emphasis the curriculum places
on celebrating the diversity of student needs, strengths, and goals.
Several students noted how the inherent flexibility of the Letters system allows them to pursue a broad array of interests at their own
pace. Most parents also responded to the new curriculum with
enthusiasm. At the ISACS parent reception in April, one parent commented, “I hear all of us saying the same thing even though our kids
might not share the same learning style, which says to me that the
curriculum must work for all learning styles.” Our visiting ISACS
accreditation team, too, applauded Olney for the new curriculum,
noting that “for this to be a small independent school and to have
this kind of dialogue and support is pretty remarkable.”
20
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In part because of the exciting new curriculum, we have been able
to enroll students throughout the school year. Not only did these
students immediately become integral to community life, but they
also dove head first into the academic offerings. For example, within
just a few weeks of joining Olney, one new student took advantage
of the self-paced, self-directed nature of the curriculum to earn the
required academic Letters more quickly. This subsequently allowed
the student to get a head start on next year’s academics, take on more
leadership roles, sponsor study sessions for peers, and act as the student curriculum assistant with the goal of further developing student
support systems. The flexibility of this curriculum allows us to tailor
Letter requirements to meet each individual student’s needs, which
was especially useful for our mid-year admits. At the same ISACS
meeting mentioned above, one parent explained that her child came
mid-year and “was just able to fall right into the classes and began
earning letters the first week.”
With increased expectations for mastery, as well as the additional
challenge of greater student responsibility (especially in managing the
pace of their own learning), some students completed the year a few
Letters shy of their requirements. Under the new system, students earn
Letters at their own pace and are not penalized for taking more or less
time; therefore, some students have made plans to continue working
on their Letters over the summer. In order to support these students
in earning their remaining Letters, we established a summer learning
center with Joe Sullivan at the helm. Joe is available to help students

Students
Ipsi Castillo-Moreira
and Abraham Song
with Chemistry
teacher Rory Beck in
the new Chem lab at
the Stillwater Science
Center.
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set Letter goals for the summer, coordinate with teachers, and proctor
Letter tests (when applicable) on campus. Joe will continue to provide academic support to students next year, in the form of structured
Letter assistance, time management tutorials, and one-on-one study
skills workshops. In response to student and parent feedback, Joe will
also be working to support advisors as they help their advisees chart
their distinct academic paths through high school.
Olney students have been active participants in the creation of the
academic system, a process which has provided important learning
opportunities for all. We have solicited and received student feedback frequently, and this input has had a measurable impact on our
academic program. For example, as students requested greater structure, we implemented a tiered study-hall system to support students
in their Letter earning. The academic support center mentioned
above was also created as a response to student input. And as a further response to student and parent input, we plan to create multiple
pathways to Letter earning, diversifying the ways that students can
demonstrate mastery of their newfound skills and knowledge. We
are very grateful for the level of student support we have received
in this inaugural year. Students’ constructive criticism and enthusiasm have been invaluable. In general, the students handled this year’s
many changes with characteristic empathy, integrity, and patience.

social responsibility, and independence of governance, programs and
policies.” To earn ISACS accreditation, schools undergo a detailed
self-evaluation that begins with surveying constituents, continues
with writing a Self-Study to examine all school functions, and concludes with hosting a Visiting Team of teachers and administrators
from similar schools who seek evidence for every word in the SelfStudy. The team submits recommendations to ISACS’s Accreditation
Review Committee, which reports to ISACS’s board of trustees,
which decides whether to renew accreditation. The following year,
the school writes a Reaction Report to the recommendations; and
two years after that, a Progress Report is due.
Olney started this cycle in 2013-14 by conducting a survey asking students, staff, parents, and alumni how they perceived various
aspects of the school, and by choosing a Steering Committee to oversee the Self-Study and the team’s visit. Then-Head of School Charlie
Szumilas appointed Anne Marie Taber as Chair, Micah Brownstein,
James “Phineas” Gosselink, Eric Lundblade, and Roger Reynolds to
the Committee, which later invited Sandy Sterrett to join.
ISACS Director of Accreditation Services Kevin Rooney visited
in 2014-15 to kick off the Self-Study process and advise the Steering
Committee. Next, the Committee finalized a Self-Study outline
and appointed committees and subcommittees to write each section. Nearly all members of the Olney community were involved in
some way. Many committees had at least one student member while
others included parents, alumni, or trustees. Whether writing about
Humanities class, dorm life, or the Business Office, each committee
had to consider how the program is perceived; its goals and how they
are met; and its strengths, challenges, and plans and priorities.
After committees finished report sections in February 2016, the
Steering Committee worked to compile them into a single document, edit that for accuracy and style consistency, and provide an
introduction and conclusion. The finished Self-Study (fairly concise
at 58 pages) went to ISACS team members in early March, and was
shared with our staff, students, and trustees as well.

Olney Gains ISACS Re-Accreditation

By Anne Marie Taber
This past April, Olney Friends School hosted a team of nine
education professionals tasked with evaluating every aspect of our
school and recommending whether to continue its accreditation by
the Independent Schools Association of Central States (ISACS). Part
of a seven-year reaccreditation cycle, their visit completed nearly two
years of our required self-evaluation.
ISACS is a membership organization of over 230 independent
schools in 13 Midwestern states, whose mission is “to promote . . .
strong learning communities characterized by high achievements,
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The ISACS team visited April 10-13, chaired by Don Schawang
of Bishop Seabury Academy (Kansas) and including Thomas Weber
of Scattergood Friends School (Iowa), James Newman of Hawken
School (Ohio), Andrew Rutledge of Friends School of Minnesota,
Dana Capers of Hathaway Brown School (Ohio), Anne Griffith
of Miami Valley School (Ohio), Corinna Izokaitis of Columbus
Academy (Ohio), Brandon Groff of Greenhills School (Michigan),
and Christina Townsend-Hartz of University School (Ohio). When
not eating or sleeping, team members stayed busy meeting with staff,
students, parents, and alumni; observing school activities; or recording their findings. Even with a detailed, critically evaluative report on
a complex entity to produce in just four days, the team was congenial
and appreciative, and seemed to enjoy their time here.
The resulting Accreditation Report has been approved by the
ISACS Accreditation Review Committee and board of trustees.
Their report follows the structure of ours except that the description
of each school function is followed by a list of Commendations for
things we do well and Recommendations for things we can improve.
Gratifyingly, these tend to agree with our self-assessments, so there
were no unpleasant surprises. The report’s findings are summarized
in the following overall Commendations and Recommendations:

2. Prioritize the development and refinement of the Endeavors and
Letters system to fully realize the college preparatory philosophy
of the school.
3. Develop a plan that promotes and maintains a healthy work/life
balance for employees.
4. Undergo an audit of the school’s potential liability and risk to
safeguard the well-being of the school and its constituency.
This summer we received official word that Olney was re-accredited.
For publicly certifying Olney as a viable educational institution, accreditation by ISACS is incredibly important to our beloved school. We
are deeply grateful to all who took part in the process: students, parents,
teachers, alumni, and trustees who responded to the survey or voiced
opinions in committee; staff members who found time to write report
sections, and Steering Committee members who organized, inspired,
and edited the writing, all while still performing regular duties; Charlie
and Ken, for supporting and focusing the work; and the Visiting Team,
who gave their time, energy, and understanding. To use the vernacular,
they “got” us. As shown by this excerpt from their conclusion, the team
clearly affirms the valuable work we do here:
During our time at Olney, we have felt affection and affinity for
the school’s students and adults, and we were truly moved by the
palpably strong bonds between students but also the degree to which
the faculty and administration allowed student voices to be heard.
There is no doubt that Olney students here have the opportunity to
discover their inner light.

Major Commendations
1. Strong sense of community, commitment to shared values, and
unity among the faculty, staff, and student body.
2. Environment of student empowerment that honors each student’s
unique voice.
3. Full integration of the Quaker testimonies in the fabric of everyday life at the school.
4. Bold, substantive, and mission-centered Endeavors and Letters
system.
Major Recommendations
1. Begin new strategic planning that recognizes existing challenges,
builds consensus, and sets clear objectives for the future.

Olney Cycle and Recycle

25

Thanks to the JB Green Team recycling grant, we now have an updated and well- functioning recycling center. Additionally, we installed
hanging bicycle racks and made space for a bike repair shop. As a part of
our adaptive curriculum, we will be adding Endeavors dealing with bicycle repair and maintenance. Once again, we have alumni and friends
of the school to thank for volunteering their time and skills on this
important project. The grant also enabled the purchase of a roller table,
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Farm Out 2016: Organic Farming Fun at Its Finest

recycling bins, and trash compactor, and physical improvements to the
building as illustrated in the photograph.

Creative Endeavors

Olney Friends School has begun a new tradition embracing the
Quaker testimony of simplicity, by encouraging making gifts for the
holiday season rather than purchasing them. During the “Creative
Endeavors” event, Olney welcomed over a dozen junior high and
high school students, as well as families and current students, to
hand craft items that can be displayed and shared during the holiday
season. Sticking to the traditional sentiment that a homemade gift is
more personal and intentional than a purchased gift, we baked cookies; made birdhouses, wreaths and flower pots; and painted a variety
of crafts on a fun, wholesome Saturday afternoon.
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Last spring, Olney Friends School welcomed nearly a dozen middle
school students to campus for our annual Farm Out event. The wild
mustard was blooming, painting the farm fields yellow as the warm
spring sun shone brightly, on a perfect April day. The students began the
day with a poetry workshop led by Humanities teacher Roger Reynolds
(Hon.), encouraging participants to think of the day as inspiration for
writing poetry. Then as an introduction to the Olney campus, Spanish
teacher Connie Collins (Hon.) led a map-based scavenger hunt. The
group made its way down to the farm where they picked lettuce with
Assistant Farmer Sandy Sterrett (Hon.) and helped tend to our goats
and chickens before enjoying a Farm Feast lunch.
During the afternoon, Farmer Don Guindon (’74) led a hayride
around our 350-acre organic campus farm. The group then helped
prepare items for our farm dinner. Science teacher Leonard Guindon
’70 led a Wildflower Walk; and Roger helped participants craft the
poems they would read later that evening.
After a hearty dinner, our guests presented their poems at the
“Poultry Slam” (i.e. poetry slam) on the steps of the Music Box to
much applause and appreciation for a good day.
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An Expanded Focus on Environmental
Science and Stewardship at Olney
Olney’s Stillwater Science Center Hosts Yale’s
Ohio Water and Air Quality Study

Dr. Deziel led the Yale Ohio Water and Air Quality Study conducted in Belmont County this summer. The Stillwater Science
Center served as the Yale research team’s headquarters for sample
processing, data analysis, and public meetings. The scientists resided
in the dorms at Olney and shared meals with the community for the
duration of the study. 
The research question behind Yale’s Ohio Water and Air Quality
Study is “Does the proximity to natural gas wells impact the air and
water quality of residents?” Since few studies have been done on the
subject, very little is known about the potential health impacts of
fracking. Dr. Deziel was happy to report that 66 people participated
in the study. Researchers mapped each home’s proximity to natural
gas wells in the area. Air samples were collected both inside and outside the homes over a 10-day period. Water samples were taken, and
participants were given a health questionnaire. A variety of other
Rich Sidwell ’63, Executive Director of Captina Conservancy, with Dr. Nicole
Deziel (L), assistant professor, and Elise Elliott (R), doctoral student, of the Yale
Department of Environmental Health Sciences.

Chloe Mankin,
early-entrance freshman at
Olney, assists Yale graduate
student Courtney Pederson
with water samples at Olney’s
Stillwater Science Center.

factors related to oil and gas activity will also be factored into the
study. Dr. Deziel said findings will be shared with participants at
some point in the future. Researchers also plan to return to the area
and Olney to expand the study, and to share their data with other
researchers in the area. Dr. Deziel repeatedly expressed appreciation
to the Olney community, saying the success of this important study
can be directly linked to the community’s openness and support.

Olney Hosts Health and Community Impacts
of Oil and Gas Development

Olney made front page news numerous times with several
different papers this summer, as well as TV news coverage, for
the Yale Ohio Water and Air Quality Study and other environmental outreach events hosted on campus. This excerpt from the
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Barnesville Enterprise describes an August 6 meeting on “Health
and Community Impacts of Oil and Gas Development:”
A conversation about the possible health and community impacts
of oil and gas development in the area was held Saturday at Olney
Friends School [with over fifty people in attendance]. The event,
sponsored by the school, the Ohio Environmental Council, and the
Concerned Barnesville Area Residents, featured speakers including Melanie Houston, OEC Director of Oil & Gas; Nicole Deziel,
PhD, MHS, assistant professor of epidemiology at the Yale School of
Public Health; Joshua B. Pribanic, investigative journalist and editor-in-chief of the Public Herald and co-director of the films Triple
Divide and Invisible Hand; and Jill Antares Hunkler, local activist
and Environmental Outreach Coordinator for Olney Friends School.
Olney Head of School Ken Hinshaw welcomed those attending
and said stewardship was one of the great Quaker principles. “That is
something we take very seriously and so I am delighted to have this
forum here today to help us all understand better the consequences
of oil and gas development and what we need to do to keep our air
and water safe,” he said.
Hinshaw said that the school was very fortunate to have had the
Yale researchers here over the summer, and that its commitment to
the environment is evidenced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture
certification of the 350 acre campus as organic, and the fact that the
school chose not to lease its land for gas and oil development.

Fracking Sites Tour

Representatives from Earthworks, Ohio Environmental Council,
Columbus Dispatch, and Moms for Clean Air toured local fracking
sites in March with Concerned Barnesville Area Residents founders John Morgan ’65 and Jill Hunkler (Hon.). Olney Friends School
shared a picnic lunch on top campus with the group. After the meal,
the guests each spoke to the Olney community explaining their
environmental work. The guests were impressed with the quality of
the meal and the beauty of Olney’s campus. One of the visitors said,
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Jill Hunkler (Hon.); Lauren Miller (OEC); Laura Burns (Moms Clean Air Force);
Sharon Wilson (FLIR camera operator, Earthworks); Nadia Steinzer (Earthworks);
Laura Arenschield (Envrionmental Reporter for the Columbus Dispatch)

“Thank you so much for sharing this delicious meal with us. This is
an amazing school.”
They were very impressed with the information shared about Olney
and also with the Stillwater Science Center, expressing interest in hosting Environmental Advocacy and Stewardship meetings at SSC.
The Captina Watershed map in the meeting room of the SSC was
of interest to the group and was studied and discussed. This map
was made by Leonard Guindon ’70 and Olney students. Leonard
mentioned Vilius Kalinauskas, ’11 a student from Lithuania, as a
significant contributor to the project. The map shows the Captina
watershed and the invasive fracking sites within it.
The important guests visiting Olney were warmly welcomed by
the community and they developed an appreciation and deep respect
for all the school represents. Olney Friends’ guiding principles—simplicity, peace, integrity, community, equality, and stewardship—will
continue to attract those of like mind and purpose.

Climate Change Solutions Event

Olney Friends School was honored at the Climate Change
Solutions luncheon September 27 at the Great Lakes Science Center
in Cleveland. There were over 100 in attendance including state
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officials, the state director for Senator Sherrod Brown, and an expert
panel. The Ohio Environmental Council’s Executive Director stated
in the opening remarks, “We want to make sure we are thanking
Olney Friends School that is here. We really appreciate all the activism the students have already brought to so many of our issues. We
really appreciate our partnerships there and I definitely want to pay
tribute to these students.”
The students present were members of Olney’s Environmental
Science class and the Watershed Endeavor. They were given the
opportunity to explore the Science Center after the conference and
seemed to enjoy the experience. When asked about the day, one
student responded, “It was awesome!” Another student said he was
impressed with being a part of such a professional event. He said he
had never been in a room with so many professionals and thought
the discussion was very informative.
The Enviro class was fortunate to hear from the following panel of
experts on climate change effects in Ohio:

Here is what we learned at the conference about how to make Ohio
a climate leader:
• There is a strong connection between a healthy environment and
a healthy economy: Clean air, improved economy, and improved
health go hand-in-hand.
• Climate change is fundamentally a public health issue, and hospitals have the opportunity to lead by example; for instance, by
purchasing locally grown food.
• Reducing air pollution is not as expensive as it would seem. It
would cost the oil and gas industry just one penny per unit of
product to add controls to decrease emissions, a very small price
for such a big impact.
• Methane is 80 times as caustic as carbon. If we want to slow down
climate change we need the federal government to move forward
on existing source methane standards.
• We are not saving costs by delaying the transition to a clean energy
economy; we are already paying for the negative effects of climate
change on human health and the environment.
• Cuyahoga County is already working towards sustainability in all
systems, setting an example as regional climate leaders in Ohio.
• Clean energy has the potential to bring many jobs to Ohio, as the
state already manufactures, or has the capability to, many of the
materials for building and maintaining wind turbines and solar
panels.
• All four panelists agreed that while Ohio is currently lagging in
efforts to improve air quality and emissions standards and transition
to a clean energy economy, the good news is that we have the “building blocks” and real potential to lead on climate change action.

• Andrew Williams (@awill4tmrw), Senior State Regulatory
and Legislative Affairs Manager for US Climate and Energy,
Environmental Defense Fund
• Aparna Bole (@DrAparnaBole), Medical Director of Community
Integration and Sustainability Advisor, University Hospital
• David Orr, Counselor to the President, Oberlin College
• Shanelle Smith (@ShanelleLSmith), Deputy Director, Cuyahoga
County Department of Sustainability

Graddy Fair
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On May 15, seniors participated in Olney’s annual “Graddy Fair.”
In coordination with their graddy essays, students are asked to give
presentations on a topic of their choosing. Kelsi Chavez is pictured
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giving her presentation entitled, “Indigenous Education in Ecuador.”
This year’s fair featured these additional presentations:

Rowan Fahl-Matlack, Maddie Aerona Allen, Julian Fahl-Matlack, Antonia Sigmon

Adrien Taylor: Nietzsche, Feminism & the Transgendered
Maddie Aerona Alen: Women in the Arts
Anteneh Asratu: Dr. Rick Hodes
Cayce Morrison: Wilderness and Imagination
Hauen Lee: Dissociative Identity Disorder
Julian Fahl-Matlack: Calvin & Hobbes
Julian Sun: Music and Emotion
Kate Arling: Drought in California
Lan Nguyen: Empathy for a Better Life
Lex Liu: The Glass Steagal Act
Liarucha Zahnke-Basuki: The Physiology of Empathy
Taemin Kim: Fairytales and Stereotypes

First Annual Celebration of the Arts

The Celebration of the Arts held on May 7th was a true showcase
of our community’s creative talents. The Olney Spirit continues to
inspire our students. They created some amazing pieces this year,
and our students’ musical talents were also evident in their performances. Faculty and alumns, John Morgan ’65 and D.R. Stanley ’66
displayed their photography and artwork as well. There were also
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musical performances by a variety of people, including singer/songwriter and parent, Ben Shannon.
The entire Main was transformed into a gallery, and students
sold prints of their artwork. A few original pieces were purchased by
faculty and guests. One family spent an hour in the new art wing (formerly the science wing) painting together and seemed to be touched
by the Olney Spirit, as they were immersed in artistic expression. The
mother said, “This is a wonderful way to spend Mother’s Day. Thank
you!” The new center for the arts has ample space with great lighting
that enables creativity to flourish at Olney. On a recent tour, former
faculty member and alum was deeply moved by the transformation
of the old science wing into a center for the arts.
We would like to recognize senior Maddie Aerona Allen, ’16, for
her tremendous efforts in organizing this event, as well as to thank
her and all who contributed to making Olney’s Celebration of the
Arts such a success!
Please join us for this year’s Celebration of the Arts on May 13.
Contact Vicki in the main office by April 15 by emailing mainoffice@olneyfriends.org , if you have artwork you would like to display
at this event. We would love to have your contributions to showcase
the creativity of the extended Olney community.
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Farm Report

completed over the winter months to contain cattle singularly to
assist in individualized herd health. Currently there are 48 head of
beef cattle.
• The “Wellingdon:” Many volunteers and alumni shared in building the vegetable washing room located on the bottom level of the
Music Box. The name of this room is a collaboration of the last
names of the major workers on this project: Rockwells, Sidwells,
Warringtons and Guindons.
• The Marshburn: The greenhouse has upgraded its heating system
from the original furnace to a more efficient system that now can heat
either the working area or the growing area. Previously the growing
area did not have furnace access. We would like to thank Joel and
Shelley Rockwell for their contributions towards this upgrade.
• Hoophouse: In the past year the use of the Hoophouse has increased
the productivity of grown foods. A system has been put in place
that will allow the farm to extend its growing season and introduce new variety of crops.
• Apple Cooler Room: We have a renovated Apple Cooler room
where we sell our organic eggs, produce, student artwork, and
other school merchandise. When Olney’s orchards flourished, this
room served as the apple cooler and many surely remember those
days. We were able to make this improvement thanks to the generosity of local friends of the school.

The Olney farm is now providing a large percentage of the
school’s food needs. In addition, 157 tons of hay, 40 tons of compost
and 2,800 lbs. of chicken feed were raised for the school farm use.
The following are highlights of the past farm year:
• USDA Organic Certification: The school was able to acquire this
certification on the first application request. Normally it takes
three years for applicants to acquire certification.
• Taber Barn: A 40x72 foot structure for storing organic hay was
recently completed with insurance money. The construction site
was graded and landscaped to direct the flow of rainfall away from
the compost pit, a significant problem before now. The water line
from the Taber House across the road has been replaced and the
electric lines have been buried, providing both water and electric
to the farm buildings.
• Kirk Barn: In the spring the farm completed a chicken coop for
growing organic laying hens and organic broiler chickens. The
structure holds 400 chickens at a time.

Broiler House

• Broiler Chicken Program: The farm took a new approach to raising
poultry for the school year. Over a six-month period the farm will
raise 800 chickens from peeps to adults, 200 at a time.
• Towe Barn: The addition of a cattle chute was constructed and
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• “Farmers at Phipps”: Once a week Olney Farm is hosting a spot
at the world renowned and award-winning Phipps Conservatory
and Botanical Gardens in Pittsburgh, PA. The farm promotes the
school as well as selling free-range eggs and organic products such
as corn meal and garlic.
At the Tomato and Garlic Festival at Phipps Conservatory on
August 28, Olney staff interacted with many individuals and families. They enticed folks to the Olney booth by offering free samples
of our pumpkin bread. This resulted in them being able to start
conversations about the school and many purchased a loaf of the
“delicious” bread. Student artwork was also a draw to our booth
and prints and postcards were sold to people who were impressed
with and loved the creations.
• Farm Office: The farm office is now in the Main Building on the
bottom floor next to the apple cooler.
• Sandy Sterrett retired at the end of the school year in June and
former farm intern Mark Hibbett is taking her place as Assistant
Farmer. Sandy is largely responsible for the success of the crop program and the work toward receiving Organic certification. She
will be missed. The tractor and implements as well as some other
equipment were Sandy’s and will need to be replaced.
• The residents of Raven Rocks have donated a 2006 Chevy pickup
for farm use by the school. A 1949 Farmall A Offset tractor has
been purchased to replace some of Sandy’s personal equipment
she took with her.

Upcoming Olney Events
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We invite you to join us for these upcoming Olney events:
Creative Endeavors, December 10, 11:00-3:00
Middle, high school students and parents, are invited for an afternoon of creativity. With gift making as the theme you will have
the opportunity to choose from a variety of projects including
holiday baking, painting, designing live arrangements; centerpieces, wreaths, card making, and wood crafts.
  We invite you to join us for lunch and an afternoon filled with
creative fun and fellowship as the spirit of giving grows within.
RSVP recommended by emailing mainoffice@olneyfriends.org.
Winter Fun Open House, Sunday evening, February 19
Join us for dinner, sledding, a bonfire and games.
Stay overnight and spend the next day experiencing life at Olney
by participating in music, art, cooking, and academic Endeavors.
RSVP recommended by emailing mainoffice@olneyfriends.org.
Farm Out, April 24-26
Spend time on our 350 acre organic farm and participate in a variety
of fun and informative activities. RSVP recommended by emailing
mainoffice@olneyfriends.org.
A Celebration of the Arts, May 13, 1:00-5:00
Enjoy the creativity that abounds at Olney with student and
faculty art displays, musical performances, and workshops in
various media.

Commencement Weekend

Friday, May 26 through Sunday, May 28
Come celebrate the seniors and join class reunions.

40

OLNEY CURRENT

OLNEY CURRENT

West Coast Trip

My time with the Newton’s was well spent, especially visiting the
Huntington Science Museum, which gave me lots of ideas of what we
can do at the Stillwater Science Center. The Marshburn’s hospitality
and lovely home gardens provided me with a special treat, picking
and eating avocados from their yard. I want to thank Joy (Cope) ’45
and Bob Marshall for hosting me and inviting Friends to a fine dinner including Pauline (Uuskallio) Rosedale ’55.
Taking the ferry ride to the home of Dick and Barbara Emmons
on Vashon Island, near Seattle, was amazing. I was so impressed with
the natural beauty and also with the stained glass creations made by
Barbara that adorned their home.
Another highlight of the trip
was visiting my Olney biology
teacher Ernie Hartley ’57 and his
wife Susan Fredericks. He is the
person who first got me interested in environmental issues
including strip mine reclamation.
I took a walk on the beautiful ranch, and saw first hand the naturally occurring asbestos rock formations coming in and out of the
ground. It was magical.
I did a Field term at Raven Rocks in college, and haven’t had the
privilege of spending much time with Chris Joyner since then. So, it
was great to see him at his kombucha brewing business in Seattle. I
am a consumer and brewer of the nonalcoholic fermented green tea,
so learning from a master brewer, like Chris, was very informative.

by Ken Hinshaw
Thank you to all who attended the Whittier and Seattle gatherings and those who hosted me on my West Coast trip. Your warm
receptions and generosity were greatly appreciated.
I have known of the Whittier Quaker community all my life and
it was great to finally see it for myself. I enjoyed the Whittier meeting and was so impressed with the beautiful organ, an unusual sight
in traditional Quaker settings. Elma “Sunny” (Thompson) Johnson
(Hon.) was a great host, and I learned so much from her about my
Norwegian ancestry.

Whittier
Front left to right: Ted and Mary Marshburn, Sylvia Thomasson Surlage,
Marygene Marshburn Wright, Lyn Beede Gruber. Back- Ken Hinshaw, Elma
“Sunny” Thompson Johnson, Sabron Reynolds Newton, Robert Newton

Seattle
Left to right: Jeroldine Lacey and Frank Lacey ‘67, Barbara Voorhees-Emmons,
Richard Emmons, Sara Smith Chamberlin, Esther Emmons Morrison, Amy
Marshall Delay, Helen Emmons Marshall, Charlie Szumalis

Steve Emmons, Dick Emmons, Chris Joyner
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Commencement 2016
Introduction of the Senior Class
Roger Reynolds (Hon.)

It is my privilege to introduce the Class of 2016. Every class is different, of course, but the Class of 2016 is particularly diverse. There
are three one-year seniors, for example, the most for a class in my
time here, but also five four-year seniors. There are students from
Yellow Springs and Athens, Ohio; but also kids from California,
Washington state, and even Hawaii. And, of course, Ethiopia and
Ecuador, China and Korea, and Vietnam. They are all such different,
unique people. This is the class of the Julians—Julian Sun and Julian
Fahl-Matlack, or “FM.” And it’s true, when I run into old students
and they ask about how things are going, they always say, “So how
are the Julians?” But even though they will be linked forever by their
first names, FM and Sun couldn’t be more different, and the same
goes for Adrien, Lex, Maddie, and the rest of them. It is part of the
mysterious magic of Olney that students can be so different yet form
friendships that endure. I’ve been thinking about this for a long time,
how this is possible; and I still have not figured it out. 
Maybe some of you were at the bonfire last night and witnessed
Julian Sun burning his slips. A slip is a little piece of paper—Ken
invented them! I have one here—that faculty or students in leadership positions fill out when you’ve done something wrong. Julian
had been collecting his slips since his freshman year, and last night
brought them out—I had never seen so many slips, all in a roll held
together with a rubber band, almost six inches across. It was heavy
to hold, all those slips. How many? Julian didn’t know. But every
time he was late for morning collection, every “cut,” every time he
got caught swearing or missed a dish crew, was there in that mass. 
It was important for Julian to share this experience with his classmates, which I understood. Graduation is a time for endings and new
beginnings, and who would not want to start college fresh and new,
purified of sin by the fire? As I watched the flames turn this physical
42
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evidence of his time here to ash, I had to think, though, about that
great line from Dean Young’s poem “Late Valentine:”
even lightning can go wrong but when the smoke
blows off, we can admire the work the fire’s done.
I watched the slips turn into sparks, fly off into the air, and disappear. And I thought about all the seniors and their time here, all of
them transformed by the fire of this place, brilliant in the night, then
gone.
I have just a few sentences about each senior, so you can get to
know each one. My apologies if I get some of the details wrong.
Maddie Allen is a one-year senior, although she has spent many
summers on campus attending Friends Music Camp. Maddie will
go to College of the Atlantic in the fall. Her graddy essay was about
“The Role of Women in the Arts.” Maddie is one of those people who
come for a short time, but make a big impact. Maddie is a talented
artist, and led several art Endeavors. She planned and staged Olney’s
“Celebration of the Arts” a few weekends ago. She made portraits
of people on campus, and paired with playlists of songs that she
thought would explain them (mine included “Ballad of Big Nothing.”
Hmmm.) Her list of accomplishments is long. But mostly, she is a
great friend, someone who constantly looks out for others, holds
people up, tries to see the secret talent inside others and bring it out.
It does not seem fair that we only had a year with her. She should
have come sooner. But I am grateful for the time we had. Good luck.
Kate Arling is a three-year senior. She will attend Loyola College
of Chicago in the fall. She wrote her essay on the California drought.
Kate is from California, and she brings with her a kind of relaxed
swagger. That may seem like an odd word to use with Kate, but I
think it fits. One of the best experiences I had with her was last year,
when she starred in our award-winning short film, “The Pancake
Revolution.” (Available on YouTube!) She was smart and funny and
worked hard to make the film a success, and I saw a side of her I had
not seen before. Kate has a bright future ahead of her. I wish her well.
Anteneh Asratu is a three-year senior. He will be attending
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Bluffton college in the fall. He wrote his graddy on his adoptive
father, Dr. Rick Hodes. Anteneh is an amazing person. Anteneh’s
story—how he was born in the African bush, walked eighty miles
to Addis at age ten to find work, lived on the street for a year until
he had a chance meeting with his long-lost brother Sem (also an
Olney grad), who brought him to Rick—is incredible, but really only
background to the person he is—a loyal friend, a great soccer player,
someone who is genuinely joyful. Good luck.
Kelsi Chavez—another Chavez! Kelsi is a two-year senior, who
wrote her essay about “Indigenous Education in Ecuador,” where
she is from. She will attend Goshen College in the fall. Kelsi comes
from an amazing family and is pretty amazing in her own right. I
remember during her graddy pitch how she showed us photos of her
grandparents, and talked about the way of life they had, weaving
cloth or growing subsistence crops. And it was clear, as she pointed
out the heavy necklaces the women wore in those days, that she felt a
connection with those people, even though she knew that the life she
wanted for herself was very different. Kelsi has a kind of quiet determination about her that will serve her well in college. Good luck.
Julian Fahl-Matlack is a four-year senior. He will be attending the
College of the Atlantic in the fall. His graddy essay was entitled “The
Shrinking of the Comics,” but what he really wrote about, as you will
hear shortly, was his favorite comic strip, Calvin and Hobbes. I do
not know where to begin with FM. There is no story I can tell that
can explain him. He is funny, and smart, and cares about others, and
about the school. He is also prone to driving people crazy. (Like on
the DC trip, when he persisted in blowing a wooden train whistle
and just would not stop. Or when he climbed the statue of FDR on
the Mall to sit in his lap.) He is also a very good writer, when he puts
his mind to it. I will miss the writing, but not the whistle.
Taemin Kim is a four-year senior. He will attend the Art Institute
of Chicago in the fall. Sandy [Sterrett, Hon.] likes to talk about how
when Taemin first came to Olney, he would wear rubber gloves when
doing chores to keep from touching the dirt. Four years later, he is not

afraid of dirt anymore; in fact he is a leader on Farm Team as well as
an office work leader, and an integral part of the Olney community.
He is also a tremendously talented artist, a master hair-dyer, a lover
of K-Pop and high-heeled boots. His graddy was about “Fairytales
and Stereotypes,” a complex topic in which he tried to resolve the difference between the stories we tell our children and how their lived
experiences shape their identities. Good luck next year.
Haeun Lee is one of those one-year seniors. Haeun came to
Barnesville last year as a Rotary exchange student and attended
Barnesville High School, then transferred to Olney for her senior
year. Haeun wrote her essay about “Dissociative Identity Disorder”—
that is a psychological condition when there are many distinct
personalities inside one person. Haeun is a master of the “selfie.” I
have a picture I took of her outside a restaurant in Washington, DC,
where she is sitting down, looking into the camera, the two fingers
up; and it is as if she owned the place. I love that confidence about her.
I wish we had had more time together. Good luck next year. 
Lex Liu is a four-year senior. He will be attending Penn State in
the fall. Lex wrote his graddy about “the Glass-Steagall Act” (really!).
Lex is the one senior, in my opinion, most likely to become a billionaire. He has a mind for business, a drive to be the best, and an
eye for detail, something that came out when he led a model-making
Endeavor earlier in the year. Lex was a master at painting these models, mostly of tanks, making them look like they had just been driven,
down to the smudge marks by the exhaust pipes. I was impressed,
but I was more impressed by the care and support he gave to other
students. He will be missed.
Cayce Morrison is a two-year senior. He will attend Evergreen
College in the fall. He wrote about “Wilderness and the American
Imagination” for his essay. Cayce is the strong, silent type. He is a great
athlete—he won the Sportsmanship Award this year—but I think everyone would say he is a better friend. He is also one of those students
who constantly surprise you with their thinking and engagement.
Cayce does not talk a lot in class, but when he does, it is usually to ask a
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question that shows that he understands what I am trying to say maybe
better than I do. I am grateful we were together this year.
Lan Nguyen is a one-year senior. She wrote about “Empathy for
a Better Life,” and that sums up Lan—she is the one who seems to
have the emotional strain of living in a boarding school figured out.
The best thing about Lan is how tough she is, even while talking in
that tiny voice she has. My favorite memory of her from class is when
she was pitching her graddy idea to the class, and said, “When your
boyfriend says he loves you—don’t believe him! You have to pay close
attention to what he does, not just the words!” (Her boyfriend was
in the audience.) And she distilled almost everything I ever try to
teach in Humanities down to two words: Pay Attention. Thank you
so much, Lan.
Julian Sun is a four-year senior. He will attend Earlham College
in the fall. Julian wrote his essay on empathy and music. Class president, gifted soccer player, Hawaiian. Julian is a talented violinist and
composer, of course, but he is also someone who is a keen observer
of life, someone who is always working to figure things out, using
his own mysterious internal filing system to make connections,
and understand people. I love that about him. Between Olney and
Friends Music Camp, “J-Sun” has spent quite a lot of time on campus
over the years. He will be missed.
Adrien Taylor is a four-year senior. Who knows where Adrien
will be in the fall? Luxembourg? Everything is a work in progress with Adrien, including his graddy, which currently is about
“Nietzsche, Feminism, and Gender Politics.” Working with Adrien
means understanding that the usual classroom formalities, like turning work in on time, do not apply. It is not that he cannot; it is more
that he is never satisfied. For Adrien, there is always another connection, another idea to be considered; every change in argument
requires a complete redraft. One of the great pleasures of the year
has been having Adrien sit in my office and pitch ideas for his paper,
seeing how his mind worked, usually in two or more directions at
once. He is the one who can talk for ten minutes in detail about a

particular philosophical point, then say, “No, that’s junk!” and argue
the other way, just as well, for another ten minutes. Those sessions
were exhausting, but also kind of exhilarating. I am grateful to have
had the chance to work with you.
Liarucha Zahnke-Bazuki is a two-year senior. She will be
at Earlham College in the fall. She wrote about “the Science of
Empathy” in her essay. Liarucha wants to become a neurosurgeon.
And she can do it, too. She is smart and strong—she was the other
winner of the sportsmanship award this year. She is a great organizer
and leader, relentlessly analytical and self-critical. I remember when
it was time for the seniors to leave for their trip last week—they were
supposed to leave at 4:00, but it took half an hour to just get everyone
in the vans, ready to go. And she was yelling at people, trying to move
them along—then she turned to me in horror, and said, “Listen to
me yelling! I’d make a terrible mother!” And then she looked at her
watch and said with satisfaction, “4:30! This is when I really planned
to leave!” Liarucha, I hope everything will continue to go just as you
planned in the future. I will miss you so much. 
So that is the class of 2016. Good luck to all of you.
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Commencement Address:
Past, Present, and Future
Richard W. Emmons ’49
Congratulations to you seniors! You have worked hard on your
Endeavors, earned your Letters, and (we trust) had fun doing it! May
your futures be bright and promising! How well I remember my own
graduation in this historic building in 1949.
Ohio became a state in 1803, the same year a Quaker Yearly Meeting
was established in this region. A Boarding School was operating at Mt.
Pleasant by 1837—the precursor of our Olney Friends School.
My great-grandfather came to the Mt. Pleasant school in 1858
from Morgan County, Ohio, to Zanesville by steamboat, to Bellaire
on the B & O Railroad, by horse-car to Wheeling, West Virginia, and
then he walked the ten miles to school.
My grandparents came to the Boarding School in Barnesville by
railroad or by horse-drawn buggy.
My dad came via coal-ﬁred steam engine from Iowa and my mom
by early automobile from Adena, Ohio, as did many aunts, uncles,
and cousins by the dozens.
I came in the fall of 1945 by coal-ﬁred steam engine, as a 13-year
old from Maryland: a long day of travel. My three sisters came
similarly.
Barbara came from Whittier, California: eight days, at 40 mph, in
a 1940 Plymouth. Airplane travel was much too expensive. For me,
that was the best trip she has ever made!
Our seven children all came from California, three or four
long days of travel in a VW Microbus. Airplane travel was still too
expensive!
Our grandson, Cayce, came these last two years by jet airplane,
in just five to six hours from Vashon Island in the Salish Sea near
Seattle—though airplane travel is STILL expensive!
If I am lucky to live long enough, I may see my great-grandchildren come too! How will they arrive? By electric-powered planes,
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trains or automobiles—hopefully from solar, wind, or water sources?
A solely solar-powered airplane has now circled the earth, and just
crossed the Paciﬁc Ocean nonstop. Or will they be delivered right to
top campus by drones? When the coal and oil and natural gas have
been depleted from this planet, and if solar, wind, and other “renewable” energy sources keep getting blocked by politicians, maybe Rich
Sidwell will have to teach us all bicycle-riding; or horse rides or walking will have to do!
Olneyites sent news home by hand-written letters back in my
time—a three-penny stamp and a week to deliver. The girls wrote
home once or twice a week, the boys MAYBE once a month.
Telegraph and telephones had been invented, but they were used for
emergencies, major events, or bad news. We boys and girls used to
communicate here at Olney via hand-written, cleverly-folded “notes”.
Now cell phones and texting are ubiquitous, used daily, hourly ….
CONSTANTLY; perhaps even between the girls’ and boys’ dorms!
When the internet crashes sometime in the future, our descendants
will have to learn how to write again—with pencils, or pen and
ink!—hopefully, in beautiful cursive script, which currently is almost
a lost art. For long-distance communication maybe the Pony Express
will be reborn, or homing pigeons be brought back in use.
I loved learning at Olney and it served me well. I went on to Earlham College for a B.A., to the University of Pennsylvania for an M.D.,
to London for a degree in Tropical Medicine, and to Berkeley for a
Master’s and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology and Public Health. I would
have liked to continue being a student forever, but was encouraged to
get a paying job instead, so I then spent 30 years with the State Health
Department in Berkeley, learning Virology and Infectious Disease
Epidemiology and Diagnostics. I specialized in diseases acquired
from animals, mosquitoes, and ticks. We had cases of western encephalitis, St. Louis encephalitis, bubonic plague, rabies, typhus, and
many others. Those were exciting years to do such studies. We saw
or learned about previously unknown or unrecognized “new” disease
agents: hantavirus, human immunodeﬁciency virus, Marburg, Lassa
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fever, Ebola, hepatitis B and C, Lyme disease, new inﬂuenza strains,
and many more. Barbara and I got to travel to Africa and China to
visit labs and hospitals. We saw smallpox in Ethiopia, nearly the last of
cases before that horriﬁc disease was ﬁnally banished from the earth
in 1980. Could other diseases be conquered? We are close to eradicating poliomyelitis, if only wars and political strife can be prevented.
Measles, still a major killer in the world, could be eliminated, given
enough international cooperation, effort, and funding.
My lab was at the forefront of learning the natural history of these
diseases, and of developing new, better, and more rapid methods
to detect them. It used to take weeks or even months to isolate and
identify viruses. We helped ﬁnd rapid methods—just hours or even
minutes—to do so. How to make these special methods cheaper and
available throughout the world, especially in places where they are
most needed?
We had a collection of hundreds of virus types in my lab, even
including the “exotic” West Nile virus. Who could have foreseen
that it would get introduced to birds and mosquitoes in New York
City in 1999 and then spread, like wildﬁre, throughout the USA
and elsewhere? We did not even have a sample of Zika virus, then
a seemingly unimportant “exotic” virus. Who could have known
that it would become the threat we are now seeing unfold? Climate
change and its warming of ocean and land temperatures are allowing formerly “tropical” diseases like dengue, West Nile, and Zika
to move northwards. Even yellow fever and malaria, major threats
in my great-great-grandparents’ era but long ago eliminated in the
USA, could return here. How to control mosquitoes without also
disturbing the interdependent ecology of nature? Widespread use of
insecticides could have damaging side-effects.
Besides my special expertise and interest in zoonoses (diseases
acquired from animals, insects, and ticks), I was also intrigued by
diseases that can be transmitted from humans to animals: “reverse
zoonoses,” such as measles or tuberculosis from people to apes, for
example. My favorite one: human herpesvirus type 1 can pass to pet

skunks, causing fatal encephalitis in the poor skunks. It is probably
not a good idea to keep a skunk as a pet; but if you do, and if you have
a herpetic “fever blister,” don’t be kissing your skunk!
So much has happened since I retired in 1995. So many new diseases!
So much to be learned! New viruses such as SARS, human meta-pneumovirus, hepatitis G, human bocavirus, astrovirus, Bourbon virus,
and “new” human herpes viruses (up to number 8 by now)! Nearly
every month some new discovery makes the international news. And
so much remains unknown! There are more insect species in the world
than any other group: 900,000 are known, and perhaps millions yet to
be discovered. How many of them might harbor some virus that could
be transmitted to us? Some 1,500 new species of living organisms have
been discovered in our oceans in just the past few years: nearly 300,000
are known and there may be a million or two still to be discovered.
How do they ﬁt into the scheme of things?
So there is plenty of learning yet to do. You students do not have
to worry that “everything is now known” and you will not be able
to ﬁnd a topic for your Master’s or Ph.D. thesis! And, of course, it
doesn’t have to be in science, biology, or medicine. Transportation,
communications, energy, ecology, the arts, history, music….whatever your passion is, follow your dream! Never stop learning. You
may have to ﬂip hamburgers for a while to pay the bills, but never
give up pursuing what it is that really turns you on!
Use the great friendships you have made here to help bind the
world together in peaceful, common endeavors for the common
good. You have been given much here; and you owe Olney a great
debt. “Pay it forward” to the next generations!
Send your children and your grandchildren and your greatgrandchildren to Olney, or if you don’t have such, sponsor other kids!
Send money (lots of money, if you can)! And wherever you go, and
whatever you do, send back news about yourself—electronically, or
even in elegant, handwritten, cursive script! And come back often
to see how Olney is thriving! As Garrison Keillor says: “Be well, do
good work, and keep in touch!”
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Commencement photos and Reunions

Class of 1966 (50 year)
First Row: Jean (Rockwell) Cooper, Louise (Telfair) Hinkley, Doris (Hartley)
Rector, JJ Smith, Larry Dunn, Mary (Smith) Kaminstein
Second Row: Fred Cooper, Bob Salov, Neil Scheid, Chris Clewell, Chris Starbuck
Third Row: D.R. Stanley, Steve Tatum, John Rector, Willard Taylor

Emmons Family Reunion
Left to right (it is a little hard to tell which people are in which rows!)
Front row: Jeffrey Morrison, Barbara Voorhees Emmons (‘51), Jaden Hall (Toki’s
son), Cayce Morrison (‘16) (Esther and Jeffrey’s son - 6th generation Olneyite!),
Susan Smith Emmons, Amy Marshall Delay (‘71); 2nd row: Richard W. Emmons
(‘49), Maria Emmons (‘89), Kelsey Morrison (Cayce’s sister), Roy Delay; 3rd row:
Toki Emmons Hall (‘90), Karen Marshall Weir (‘72), Donald Alton Emmons,
Esther Emmons Morrison (’81); 4th row: Sara Kirk (Anna and Nate Kirk’s
daughter), Mari Hall (Toki’s daughter), Stephen Lawrence Emmons (Chris’ son),
Helen Emmons Marshall (‘47); Back row: Jenna Kirk (Anna and Nate’s daughter),
Christopher Earl Emmons (‘78), Anna Emmons Kirk (‘80), Nancy Emmons Taylor
(‘59), Nathan Kirk (‘70)

Class of
1965
Pete Reid

Class of 1991
(25 year)
Judy (Hale)
Reed

Class of 1971 (45 year)
First Row: Phoebe Zavitz, Kathy (McDowell) Kanazawa, Erica Tesdell
Second Row: Larry Sidwell
Third Row: Jeff Nagle, Amy (Marshall) Delay, John Stanley
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Alumni News
Class Notes
1938
Ruth (Binns) Gordon died August 7, 2015. She was born on
June 1, 1920 in Richmond, Indiana, to James Howard Binns ’12 and
Edith Steer Binns ’15. She was the middle child of three with an older
sister, Virginia Binns Smith ’35 and a younger sister, Gladys Binns
Trousdale ’39. After graduation, Ruth went on to Earlham College in
Richmond where her family was living. She learned the value of hard
work and always trying to do your best, working weekends and summers at J.C. Penney, earning money to assist with her tuition. She
graduated from Earlham College in 1942 with a Bachelor’s degree
in elementary education and moved to Western Reserve University
from which she received certification as a school librarian in 1943.
Ruth worked for several years in Indiana and took a visit to
Pasadena, California to visit her aunt and uncle and found the place
quite agreeable to her goals and made a decision to try life in this
new and growing state. In 1947, she moved to Pasadena and became
the Children’s Librarian in the county library system. Ruth’s spirit
of adventure was evident in this single young woman moving from
Richmond, Indiana to Pasadena, California in 1947.
Ruth enjoyed the ocean and the sun a great deal and moved
to Huntington Beach and became a school librarian in the Long
Beach school district for many years. Over the many years of her
life, Ruth made travelling a priority and visited 45 countries by ship,
plane, and foot! Several memorable ones were her trips to Norway,
her camping trip with her niece for six weeks through Europe, her
walk around Antarctica with knee high rubber boots, and trips to
England researching her genealogy and the origins of the face of a
grandfather clock brought on a ship to the United States in 1815 by
her great-grandfather.
54
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On July 26, 1971, Ruth married Charles Gordon at her parents’
home in Richmond. During the next 20 years, Ruth and Chuck
enjoyed happiness together continuing travels, retiring, and participating in many Elderhostel experiences. They volunteered many
times for the Wycliffe Bible Institute in locations around the United
States. They sponsored a young girl through the Christian Children’s
Fund and in 1984 visited Taiwan and met the girl and her family. They became very active members of the Sons of Norway and
enjoyed the friendships and folk dancing. In 1991, after 20 years of
marriage, Chuck passed away and Ruth continued her life of service
to others and her church. Over the next 10 years, she participated
in 13 Elderhostel experiences in Norway, Poland, Hungary, Kenya,
Guatemala, and various locations throughout the United States.
In September of 2001, Ruth made the decision to move to Quaker
Gardens Retirement Community in Stanton, California, and for the
next 14 years, she participated in the fellowship of friends and residents and continued her volunteer work. We celebrate the life of Ruth
Gordon to whom her family, her Quaker religion, education and service to others were the foundations of her life. Ruth is predeceased
by her husband, Charles, and her sisters, Virginia and Gladys, and
one niece. She is survived by her niece Sara Smith Sheldon, ’70, great
niece Laura Huffman Reynolds, x’84, 3 nephews and their families.

Class of 1941
(75 Year)
Leanna
(Barker)
Roberts
Mary (Foster)
Cadbury
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1943
Arthur L. Williams passed away July 3, 2013, as reported from
Indianola, Iowa by widow Donna Williams.
Anna Mae (Starbuck) Moffitt, wife of William Moffitt, passed
away December 23, 2015 as reported from Indianola, Iowa by Donna
Williams.
1953
Helen E. “Becky” Baker writes: “Chicago has been in the news
unfortunately of late due to police matters. We are hoping that the
city officials will make the changes that are needed to prevent the
shootings. It is a thorny problem that needs cool heads to solve. I
am doing well.” Contact information: 2970 N. Lake Shore Drive,
Chicago, IL 60657-5792, Helen.baker@att.net, 773-281-4740.
Nancy C. (Hayworth) Penry – Daughter Darah Beeles of
Phoenix, AZ: Nancy died on June 20, 2015 after a long battle with
breast cancer. She always talked fondly of her days at Olney.
1956
John G. Pescht reports the passing of his wife this past year.
Contact information: 808-236-3117
Class of 1956 Sixtieth Reunion
Like we did ten years ago, we reserved the red activities building near Stillwater Meeting House for our use on Commencement
weekend. On Friday evening we had a leisurely meal together then
moved to the Meeting House for Alumni Meeting. The School Head
Ken Hinshaw joined us after Alumni Meeting and we all enjoyed the
remainder of the evening in Olney discussions. The Class of 1956
shares the following news:
Robert and Linda Hinshaw – Anthropology and indigenous
adaptations to climate change have dominated my career—influencing where our children were educated and Ardith’s early academic
employment as well. At 53 I ‘graduated’ from employment in

Class of 1956 (60 year)
First Row: Walter Cooper, Lawrence Chamness, Marie Mills Foster, Wanda
(Edgerton) Rockwell, Bob Rockwell
Second Row: Warren Carlson, Willie (Mott) Crawford, Arthur Treadway,
John Rockwell

several private colleges and several public universities, divided equally
between administrative appointments and teaching/research.
At 55 I turned to experimenting with adult education—launched
with our volunteering with the Friends Committee on National
Legislation. Ardith’s involvement outlasted mine, following my
joining international observers of Nicaragua’s elections in 1990
on behalf of the FCNL. Linda and I met there, and by six years thereafter we had married and were leading ‘Hinshaw Tours’ of indigenous
societies across North/Central/South America (and the Scandinavian
Arctic thanks to daughter Julia’s and Mats’ assistance in Sweden). We
also had purchased land in a rural Maya community where—ever
since—I (and Linda when her Kansas City lawyering permits) have
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devoted some of each year to writing and on-going study of Mayas’
acculturative cultural and climate adaptations. Mayas have continuously lived in this community for at least 2000 years! In this process
my grasp of animistic reasoning (subject of my U. of Chicago dissertation) has benefitted from such sustained observation of how
our neighboring ‘natural’ life forms respond qualitatively differently
to such deeply-rooted animistic neighbors who credit ‘nature’ with
emotional/cognitive intelligence approaching our own. We have
become as spiritually Maya as we remain religiously Quaker (membership in Colorado, where I maintain an R.V. summer residence)
and Unitarian when in K.C. Ardith likely will report on our progeny.
Linda has two children and five grandchildren.

(named for Strephon Williams, a senior at Olney when we of the
class of ’56 were freshmen), and Carol Beck, both Harvard-trained
lawyers. Last New Year we all five had a few days together in Vienna,
which was great fun. Thank goodness there are many Paradises,
even for sinners like me!

Art and Carmen Treadway – “¡Árre, burro!” was the first sentence in Spanish we learned; it was 1952 at Olney. This Fall, I will
have lived 10 years longer in Spain than in the U.S., and I literally live
in Spanish with Spaniards, having few occasions to speak English.
Carmen and I enjoy our two homes: the main one a four-floor row
house part way up the Guadarrama mountains outside Madrid, with
beautiful views of so-called Mediterranean forest both to the North
and the South; the second one on the Mediterranean beach at the
little town of Denia, Alicante, where we have a small apartment, with
one approximately 150 square-foot room, a minute but efficient
modern bathroom, an approximately 20 square-foot balcony, all on
a second floor and with various views to the sea. Carmen is still
enjoying working as a therapeutic masseur, but will likely retire next
year; I have been retired now for almost 13 years, though I continue
to write on a variety of professional and personal subjects. We began
taking classes in ballroom dancing some five years ago and greatly
enjoy dancing. She started piano lessons four years ago and has just
received a gift of an old upright, which she is playing with enthusiasm. We have a wonderful granddaughter, Connie Beck-Treadway,
now finishing up her junior year at Yale (herself a very capable ballroom dancer), and her wonderful parents, Strephon Blaine Treadway
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Willie (Mott) Crawford – It has been 60 years since graduation?
I don’t feel (or act like) 60 years have passed. I enjoy life most days
now that I have had a knee replaced. Fortunately, I got to do a 60 mile
walk for breast cancer awareness before my knee told me “That’s
enough.” Reminded me of hiking at Olney. I lost my soul mate nearly
three years ago, but it feels like yesterday. Not easy. I still love Great
Danes and am happy to be able to co-own the granddaughter of
Clipper, our Top 20 dog from years ago. I flew out to Portland to see
“Sky” and am really excited about her. I still have two Danes here at
home, Lady (11 yrs. old) and Parker (8 yrs. old), who keep me company day and night. They are my best of friends, except for Chuck
who I miss immensely. Daughter Linda teaches teens and does an
excellent job according to this objective retired teacher. Linda is
working on her doctorate, but took time off to plan and pull off a Fall
wedding for her son, Davey. Son, Brian, is in Alaska working to see
that you continue to have salmon on the table. He loves to travel
when he has the time. He went to Peru a couple of years ago, and this
year he plans to explore across Canada. I stay busy with this and that,
but nothing earthshaking. I still love to talk on the phone—hint,
hint. In fact, my sister, Floy (Class of ’51) and I watch “Dancing with
the Stars” together every week via telephone. We laugh, we sigh, we
even judge the dances. What fun. Floy also “talks me home” on my
weekly 75 minute drive from Meeting. My other sister, Sharon (Class
of ’60) and I Skype nearly every day. Isn’t technology wonderful?
Ruth Pitman – You knew me fresh from Earlham College, i.e.,
just a kid. I stayed another year at FBS, then had a Fulbright in
Germany for a year. Next came three more years at Boarding School,
followed by many years of a mixture of teaching and studying
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German (MA U. of Nebr; PhD U. of Toronto) after which my mother
needed me and I was unemployable anyway. I went back to
Philadelphia and put in a career of part-time work in old folks’ homes
with some full-time work as a (ha!) secretary. Now, long in retirement, I live in a suburb and get around by bus, bicycle and the
kindness of friends. My deepest concerns are expressed through
Quaker Religious Thought, for which I have written periodically,
and my steadiest occupation (beyond ADL) is playing the recorder
with others, while paying attention to the classical music scene. The
doctor says I am in fine shape for my age.

underway with volunteer workers. Half the students came from families where the parents worked in education. 85 of the 100 students
had one or both Quaker parents. How could Olney miss!
After three years desiring to support the school in every way possible, I returned to our farm home and Meeting driving daily to the
University of Western Ontario obtaining a Masters degree in Library
and Information Science. I was invited to Pickering College in
Newmarket, ON, a boys boarding school, and sister school to Olney,
founded in 1841 upon urging from Joseph John Gurney. It was coed
then, is again now, and flourishing. After a fire in 1981 I planned the
new Library, and included the special Friends Research Library for
researchers using records from the Canadian Yearly Meeting vault.
We have the world’s best collection of YM Disciplines. Working with
CYM Records Comm. the YM Archives also evolved, balancing
my teacher-librarian activities. I had a little house on campus, wiith
Jamie. (He came to Olney for grades 11–12—important!). The other
major activity was the Canadian Friends Historical Assoc. I edited
the Canadian Quaker History Journal and Newsletter. There were
biennial Quaker Historians and Archivists Conferences—we hosted
two at Pickering. Very special times.
Highlights over these 60 years? A mini-sabbatical at the Quaker
NGO at the UN in NY, as it celebrated the 25th anniversary of the
Declaration of Human Rights; trips to CYM across the continent, to
FWCC’s 1982 triennial in Kenya—then striking off up to Turkana
with Morris and Marie Kirk, guided by Marian Baker; to China in
2002 with Pickering Mandarin Students, and with Jamie; England in
1991 with Louisa, before my marriage to Everett Bond in May. The
benches from the meetinghouse were set in our trillium filled woods.
Pickering named me a member of the class of 1842, and I received
the Ontario Lt. Governor’s award as a lifelong volunteer for preserving our cultural heritage. And, now a final highlight—coming for
your 60th celebration! The ‘bookends’ for those years.
I went to Pickering for the Archives after retirement, but now am
really retiring, and orienting a new archivist. Everett and I took trips

Jane Zavitz-Bond – The years have flown. Martha was born just
after your Commencement. We were invited to stay another year at
Olney as the Caugheys went to Kenya. We moved from the Plummer
Place onto campus. Phoebe and Katrina were there at
Commencement with me—on the back row as it was not suitable for
one in my condition to sit with the faculty. Times have changed! No
surprise that Martha Amy, will be 60. We had six children, not all
known to all of you, but all graduated from Olney.
I taught Latin the day before Louisa was born. Now seven grandchildren are grown, and eight great grandchildren, ages 15 (on
Wed.!) to 21 months—are a wonderful ongoing family. Kit, Phoebe,
Martha, Dan, Louisa, all live within eight miles of one another. Jamie
is at Olney. We are happy he is there and we can come to visit folks.
Paul and I were at Olney until 1961 when we taught in the local
high school in Norwich, Ontario, a pioneer Quaker village, about
40 miles from our farm. I earned my Ontario teaching certification.
In 1963, we returned to Olney joining Tom and Nan Brown for six
full years. Tom was called to be Director of the Friends Council on
Education, and Paul became head of school for three years, until
the accident while working on the lake that took his life. We were
supported by many here for yearly meeting, immediately, and that
continued. Paul had full years advancing Olney. He loved his school
garden, the greenhouse was completed, the Henderson building well
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in the Avion trailer, a little house on wheels. It was a wonderful way
to see the country and fit more Quaker history into place. Everett left
us in the summer of 2000, after a broken hip nearly two years before.
I live in the home house he built with my daughter, Kit, or I could
not be here.
The farm is near, and the activity there is a spin off of Martha
gardening with Paul as a child, and eight generations of family on
the farm. She and Ken are transitioning with their daughter, Ellen,
and Aaron Berg and two little girls, in their Community Shared
Agriculture Garden of 250 shares—all organic and farmed with
horses. They have apprentices each year. We have a school! It is just
not as Paul and I imagined when we came to Olney to learn how to
make a school at the farm! 60 years later it is there . . . Life unfolds
in amazing ways. We work with what comes and amazing things
evolve. The grain is grown, ground in the horse-powered mill, and
bread baked in the stone base of the outside oven. The plants are set
in the hoop houses, and some in the ground. The season is in full
swing. The meeting here is a community. Our cup runs over.

running the school! I hope that talent has carried over into your lives
since.
My life since has mostly been concerned with teaching, since
Olney students taught me how! After I left Olney I got an M.A. in
English from the University of Iowa and then taught English for
nineteen years at the community college in Flint, Michigan—yes,
Flint! I could cry when I see what has happened to that proud, wonderful city. While I was there I got married and then divorced, and
commuted to the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor to earn my
Ph.D. in linguistics and English. But California beckoned. I had
no family in Flint but lots of cousins in Southern California, so in
1976 I moved here to Huntington Beach, near Los Angeles. Then
“Proposition 13” passed, limiting the chance to get into teaching,
so I detoured into getting a computer programming certificate and
worked at programming for a short time—fun but not my cup of
tea as a profession. And then I also spent some time as a legal secretary. That was interesting—drama every day! But a teaching position
opened, and I spent the following eighteen years teaching English
and English as a Second Language at a community college here,
especially interesting because of the influx then of Vietnamese refugees. The ESL work reminded me of how bravely Günter had coped
with learning English—and how the staff should have helped him
much more! Belated apologies, Günter!
Now, retired, I’m enjoying life in a condo near the ocean, strictly
under the paw of my fifteen-year-old rescue kitty, Maisie. And I’m
finishing a history of the Norwegian side of the family. The tome
began as a conventional collection of family trees, pictures, and stories of the move from a remote mountain village to the “Stavanger”
community in Iowa. But since then, as I’ve reflected on WHY they
chose to make that huge move, I’ve been analyzing the Norwegian
world from whence they came, so there’ll also be stories about the
history of the “Old Country”—like the early law warning that folks
would be exiled if “they sat outside and woke up the trolls!”
It will be fun to get your stories of what you’ve been up to—and

Elma (Sunny) Thompson Johnson – I looked up your graddy
picture—you were a great-looking group! And what a bunch of survivalists you are, though I’m sure that you’ll miss Eugene, Darlene,
and Bob very much. Apparently most of you who are still extant are
planning to come to the reunion, and Gladys has an excellent excuse
for missing it! I won’t be able to make it, either—antiquity has caught
up with me in spite of the modern availability of replacement parts—
eyes, hips, teeth! The real problem is energy—as I told my doc the
other day, “I’m just not seventy-seven anymore!”
Thinking about you, individually and collectively, memories
come flooding back. I particularly remember what a feisty group you
were in that sophomore English class . . . And how in desperation I
introduced the unit on discussion techniques, which you all grabbed
onto with gusto. I was told that by the time you were seniors, you
were so good at talking folks into things that you were practically
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pictures, too? And I remember that in your class reunion TWENTY
years ago, you allowed me to participate—I prize my designation
then as “Honorary Class Mascot”! I wish I could have been with you
this year to try for that status again!

Wanda and I married in 1960, between my junior and senior
years at Wilmington College, then came to Olney to work in 1961.
After five years of teaching and library work, we took our Faith and
Joel to Virginia Beach, where we enjoyed the Friends meeting and
school for the kids. My work in Norfolk included a short period as
auto mechanic, then drafting and engineering for a steel foundry and
plastics processor. We joined 17 others in buying the Raven Rocks
property in 1970, then moved back to Olney in 1972. After teaching
again for a year, I went back to 13 years of engineering in Barnesville.
I have been self-employed since 1987 in construction and consulting/
designing/drafting.
I am halfway through Naomi Klein’s book This Changes
Everything, which I strongly recommend to you all. In it I learned a
new word: “Extractivism.”

Warren and LaRue Carlson – First I suggest that we dedicate
our reunion in memory of our classmates and those classmate
spouses who are no longer with us.
LaRue and I are living in our home in Clarendon Hills, Illinois
which my grandfather purchased over 100 years ago. We have a lot
which is 300 feet by 200 feet, with about 100 trees. My time is spent
being a tree trimmer, electrician, plumber, painter, etc. and during
the winter doing the snow blowing for my two older neighbors (ages
85 and 90). These old folks rely on the youngster! LaRue is a great
gardener, great person (I am so lucky). She also helps me up when
I am under the sink changing a faucet and I say —Help me— I got
down here but I can’t get up !!
LaRue is also involved in the Women’s Club of Clarendon Hills,
and the Library Board.
We enjoy traveling. We loved Quebec when we were there several
years ago. Also we go to Hawaii every few years to visit my brother
and family, and we go to Seattle frequently to visit two of my nieces.
Once a year we travel to Sandpoint, Idaho to hike with family and
sometimes with bear, moose and mountain lions.
We enjoy ballet, classical music, country music, nature and just
being.
John Rockwell – Wanda and I live in Paradise, where we stay up
late at night, get up late in the morning and take naps freely. Besides
working on Raven Rocks projects, we are both involved in Ohio
Valley PEACE (Wanda as secretary) and Watt Center for History
and the Arts. Wanda recently joined the Olney board of trustees, filling out a year’s worth of an unexpired term. Since our class reunion
ten years ago, Wanda and I have added a large addition to our Raven
Rocks house . . . and I promise it won’t get any bigger.
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Wanda (Edgerton) Rockwell – The best thing about retirement
is spending all this quality time with John! . . . even while our old
1892-vintage renovated house was undermined by the neighboring
coal mine (subsidence, tilting of structure) and then torn up as the
mine-hired contractors leveled (un-tilted) and rebuilt. . . . or even
while we’re mowing the lawn together. I still do some proofreading,
a skill I learned just after Olney graduation when I worked for a year
for the Salem News.
We enjoy so having son Joel and Shelley living near Barnesville.
Joel works here at Raven Rocks with Don Hartley to continue construction of the Locust Hill underground house. At the end of May
Shelley leaves her job as Olney business manager to own and operate
The Flower Gardens, a well-known flower shop in Barnesville.
Daughter Faith and Ken Kirk live outside Fayetteville, TN. Two of
our three grandchildren married this Spring, the weddings six weeks
apart!: Grandson Jameson and Courtney in Nashville and granddaughter Emma and Patrick married at his family acreage outside
Granville, OH, though they live in Lynchburg, VA. Granddaughter
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Lydia lives and works in Nashville. Three of Marie Kirk Hawkins’
grandchildren are also our grandchildren.

met lots of interesting people. All-in-all, I’m very thankful for all this
and to FBS, its teachers and you, my friends, for showing me another
path and setting me on a straight course, keeping true to our old
motto of “Aim High and Be Square” along with high regards to the
Quaker tradition.
Things you might not have known during my two years at FBS:
After our Sunday dinner, we would go back to our dorms and study
or sleep. Dave Baldwin and I would lower a rope out of the 3rd floor
bathroom window and lower ourselves down to the ground, a total of
4 ½ stories and sneak off thru the pasture. Another was that Morris
Kirk sentenced me to 36 or 40 hours of hard labor! A story to be told!!

John Meeks – After leaving Olney, I went to Friendsville
Academy in Friendsville, Tenn., then on to Paul Smith College of
Forestry in NY State. After graduation, I worked for two large tree
surgery companies and started my own business on the side. I left
there and went to work in NYC learning the Insurance Business.
After a year I realized that wasn’t for me. I enrolled in the Police
Academy and graduated top of my class. This was a big breakthrough
for me after all the low grades I received before in school! I still wasn’t
happy with that, but kept building the tree business on the side. I left
the police force after one year!
I took a big step and got married, bought a house and started Blue
Meadow Landscaping. After several years of doing tree work, I realized I had to learn more in the landscape world. I enrolled in Rutgers’
Landscape Architect Program. I was a part-time student and went
on to Harvard for a short while, then to England’s Isbould School of
Design where I felt I was really learning something. Somewhere during these years I managed to have three children. In 1981 I bought
a rundown aquatic nursery and called it Waterford Gardens. This
company grew very fast to where we had 15-20 people working the
greenhouses, building ponds and sales. We became the second largest aquatic company in the country. I went all over the US giving
lectures on design and build in the aquatic industry.
In 1994, I turned the company over to my oldest son and daughter. My younger son came to work with me at Blue Meadow. I wanted
to retire so I found an old abandoned farmhouse on a world class
fishing river in Upstate NY. I fished and started to revamp the
house. I became a licensed fishing guide, but missed the challenges
and rewards of landscaping so I went back to work full-time, while
managing to guide, too. Over the years, I’ve been involved in many
interesting projects, won many top awards and even appeared on a
few national TV shows. I’ve hunted and fished all over the world and
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Gladys (Satterthwait) Trzcinski – I have been fortunate over the
past 60 years and feel blessed and full of gratitude for a happy life.
After Olney I attended Otterbein College for two years then transferred to Case Western Reserve University to complete my nursing
degree. I worked in the University Hospital for two years and then
moved to Hanover, N.H. to work in the hospital connected with
Dartmouth College. Bill Trzcinski came to do a residency there in
’67. We had our first date on the college golf course. After playing a
few holes, Bill commented that I hit the ball pretty well, “for a
woman.” That nearly ended that relationship! Following his residency, Bill joined the Army to fulfill his military obligation, this was
during the Vietnam war. Fortunately he was sent to Korea instead of
Vietnam so was not in a combat zone.
After he left, a friend and I decided to head to the Pacific Northwest.
We camped across the U.S. with all our worldly belongings each in our
own car. We arrived in Portland, Oregon and went to the children’s
hospital to apply for jobs. After six weeks of travel we were nearly out
of money. The director asked which department. we wanted to work in
and then inquired if we could start that night! How times have changed.
Bill returned from Korea, a major in the U.S. Army and was stationed at Ft. Lewis in Tacoma, WA. We were married June 14, 1969,
Flag Day, in the Chapel, in a Catholic ceremony on the military base.
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The flags were flying around the parade grounds. Not what my wonderful Quaker parents had envisioned for their daughter but they
bravely attended the ceremony and lived long enough to see I had not
made a serious mistake.
So, 47 years later, we are living in Richland, Washington, the eastern, desert side of the state, in a comfortable house on a hillside with
a view of the city, the Columbia River in the distance and farm land
beyond. We bought the lot below us to preserve our view and to allow
this farmer’s daughter to have a large garden. We have been blessed
with three children, two daughters and a son and three grandsons.
Bill practiced plastic surgery for 26 years, retiring nine years ago. I
mowed the lawn at the office for all those years, earning enough to
fund my IRA! That’s what five years of college can do for you.
We have enjoyed traveling to some far off lands, China, Peru,
the Galapagos Islands, etc. Our most memorable was the climbing
of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa. 19,304 ft. is really high! At
age 67 the porters called me “Mama.” I liked to think it was out of
respect. Our son and daughter-in-law went with us which made it
really special.
I am sorry to miss seeing you all but a mother needs to watch her
son being awarded his doctorate degree in physical therapy. Have a
wonderful reunion. I will be looking forward to a recounting of it all.

tour and commuter pilot in NV, a corporate pilot in AZ and as an
airline pilot based in Berlin, Germany.
While a flight instructor I met and married Carole Ellis in ’72,
divorced in ’87 and remarried same lady in ’98. From ’98 till ’05 I did
substitute teaching on the Big Island of Hawaii. I’ve been involved
with rental houses in Arizona since ’04. I lost Carole to diabetes
in ’08. Thanks to Carole’s work as a dispatcher for America West
Airline, I now fly free on the world’s largest airline.
I am somewhat of a rebel from the predominant culture of the
day. I’ve made a lifetime study of nutrition and the care of one’s body
and am rather disillusioned with mainstream medicine in this country. In my later years I have acquired a faith which I did not have in
my earlier years. I find the correlation between Bible prophecy and
recent world events to be very interesting.
I just recently visited my sister in Costa Rica and am planning to
check out Ecuador and Panama with my free airfare in the coming
months. I am blessed and life is good!

Lawrence Chamness – The following is a brief synopsis of some
of the things I have done since graduating from Olney. I attended U
of IA, Earlham, Mexico City College, worked one year at U of IA
hospitals and then graduated from Wilmington with BA in math
and physics in 1961. For the next five years I worked for the Yellott
Solar Lab in Phoenix and also qualified for a teaching credential at
ASU. I’m not sure of exact year even but I hiked to the bottom of
Grand Canyon and back in June with teacher Warren Stetzel during
my early years in Arizona.
Starting in the late 60s I earned most basic FAA pilot licenses and
ratings and spent till 1990 in aviation as a flight instructor in CA, a
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Fran Taber – For any of you who might not recall this inconspicuous member of the staff, I credit Tr. Elma (Sunny) with
persuading Morris to hire me in February of ’55 to recatalogue the
then-2000 volume Olney library. As English teacher, she was well
aware that that position could not do justice to also being librarian as
had long been the custom. With typical Olney amateur initiative I
taught myself the Dewey decimal system as I worked, finishing the
recataloging by June of ’56. While your class was preparing for graduation in the spring, and when I was not assigning numbers to books
in the little office at the head of the boys stairs to the dining room, I
was upstairs in the home ec room sewing my trousseau, happy to
anticipate abandoning the prosaic name Smith for the more distinctive one Taber. Bill and I were married on June 16. Bill and I enjoyed
a rich life together for nearly 49 years. After three years in New
England, much of the time was spent on the Olney staff, where Bill
taught and I eventually spent seven years as kitchen manager. At the
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same time we parented two daughters, Anne Marie and Debora.
Ultimately we spent 13 years at Pendle Hill, the Quaker Center outside Philadelphia. There Bill felt as though all his life had been
preparation for the opportunities for teaching and spiritual mentoring of adults there.
After five years on the Pendle Hill cooking team I found opportunity to move into other spheres; I initiated opportunities for personal
retreat at Pendle Hill, and was a part of the core teaching team in the
Spiritual Nurturer Program of the School of the Spirit Ministry. Midway in my ten years in that work, Bill retired from Pendle Hill and we
returned in 1994 to the house on Sandy Ridge that we had bought when
first returning to Olney as a married couple in ’59. I believe we were the
first teaching staff to own our own home off campus.
After ten years of active “retired” life, involved in meeting and
Olney life and doing some traveling among Friends, Bill learned he
had cancer. He passed over peacefully to the life beyond in April
of 2005. Richard and Janet Simon of Maryland came to Olney as
Friends-in-Residence in 1996. They and Bill and I worked together
in the early stages of the development of a small Friends Center on
the Olney campus. Coming to Olney for a year, they stayed three,
Richard playing a role in the administration during the last two years
that the school was under the care of the yearly meeting. By that time
they were fond of the neighborhood and bought a house in Tacoma,
remaining as part of the Stillwater Meeting community. Janet Simon
was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer about the same time as Bill’s
diagnosis; she died in June of 2004. After Bill had departed, Richard,
now widowed for nearly a year, wasted little time in encouraging our
closer acquaintance. Finding ourselves mutually attracted, very comfortable with each other, equally committed to a spiritual journey, to
the meeting community, and having many of the same enjoyments,
notably gardening, we were married at Stillwater on June 10, 2006.
I am still Fran Taber—Richard insisted, saying, “who would know
who Fran Simon was?” We continue to live, garden and care for each

other in our Sandy Ridge home. We are also still active on the Friends
Center Committee, and Richard on the Walton Home board.
1961
John G. Thomas – I’ll write a few lines about myself for the

Current and attach an article I wrote recently, which might be
interesting to other readers of the Current. This coming June
will be the 55th reunion date for the class of ’61, but this article
will have to substitute for my presence, unfortunately. Olney
has always done an excellent job of bonding people to itself and
each other, and it’s a lifelong background satisfaction knowing
there are several dozen people somewhere in the world who
will always remain close, no matter how far away they are. My
wife, Cathy, and I have been calling North Carolina home since
1970, having lived here near Raleigh for 27 of those years. Since
my retirement from commercial construction three years ago,
we dote on our six grandchildren, ride our bikes everywhere
possible as often as possible, and pot surplus perennials from
our numerous flower beds to sell at our Bike MS charity plant
sale. Cathy enjoys genealogy research and writing, and we both
have gotten interested in memoir writing. It’s been somewhat
a surprise for me to rediscover the pleasure of lining words up
in an interesting row, something Tr. Warren gave many of us a
good start at doing, after dreading it in college and ignoring it
for most of my working career. Here’s hoping a few classmates
do indeed get to share each other’s company at Commencement,
and I look forward to my own next opportunity to do so, as well.
Much love to all, John

Spring Beauties and the Beasts

By John G. Thomas
Everyone probably has at least one memory of a time and place
where the natural world made an indelible impression on his
or her consciousness. When I was young, towns and cities were
much smaller, still surrounded with fields or woods rather than
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subdivisions. Our parents, confident of our safety, would let us and
our friends freely roam the outdoors, where our imaginations would
turn an overgrown lot into a jungle or a hilly cow pasture into an
endless maze of adventure trails, and where a swollen creek in spring
was so intoxicating that following leaf boats would inevitably lead to
jumping, then to falling in, then to all plunging in the chilly water
with reckless delight! From family trips, we might remember the
first smell of the ocean or hemlocks around a campsite, the sight and
sound of a waterfall, or the thrill of climbing to a high overlook. The
possibilities were as endless as nature was endless.
Unfortunately, nature isn’t quite as endless as it used to be. For
me, growing up in the hills of eastern Ohio, some of the things I used
to do can’t be done there anymore, even if parents are willing. The
original land is just gone. And one of my earliest and most precious
memories of place will remain only that—just a memory.
That memory is of a picnic my father took his young family on
one lovely spring day in 1947 (or 8) somewhere between our home in
Barnesville and my uncle’s farm just south of Harrisville. My sister and
I would have been around three and five years old respectively, but I
recall clearly the fairy wonderland that greeted us as we stepped from
the car onto the old gravel road and into the gently sloping woods. As
far as we could see, the floor of the woods was dotted with ferns, moss,
and a luxuriant carpet of spring beauties! So thick were they we hardly
found a place to spread the picnic blanket, and it was one of the few
times as a young boy I was content to just sit still and admire the view.
Seven years later, everything changed. My father, well-loved not only
by his family but the whole community around Barnesville as a school
principal and later the Farm Bureau Organization Director, was taken
from us by cancer; and the beautiful Egypt Valley, where the spring
beauties grew and my uncle’s farm lay, was being taken by a monster!
The monster was the first of the giant stripping shovels built and
used in eastern Ohio from 1956 to 2007 to remove the “overburden,”
Hanna Coal Company’s term for the hills and valleys that lay over
the coal, and was aptly named the Mountaineer. It stood 14 stories

high, weighed 2750 tons, and left high walls and spoil banks 100 feet
high. It operated constantly, night and day, seven days a week, eating
up 80% of Harrison County before being joined by two more even
bigger shovels in the mid 1960’s, the GEM of Egypt and The Silver
Spade, both weighing nearly 7000 tons. GEM stood for Giant Earthmoving Machine, and when it wore out in 1991, it was scrapped for
parts to keep the Spade running until 2007, long past its anticipated
life span and long enough to finish the devastation of not just the
Egypt Valley but numerous counties north and south of I-70.

GEM of Egypt transforming the Egypt Valley

Harrison County was the first and the worst. Portions of it had
been stripped by smaller machines in the 1940’s and left untouched
before Ohio passed the Reclamation Act in 1947. The first time I rode
with my uncle on route 519 between Harrisville and New Athens
on our way to his cabin on Piedmont Lake, I was shocked to see
what looked like the Badlands as far north as the eye could see. Even
though the bigger machines, digging through the same area seeking
deeper coal seams, were required by the new law to “reclaim” the
land, the so-called “farm land” was rocky, uneven, and devoid of
topsoil. And trees, of course. And streams. And spring beauties.
As a boy from the country who loved most things mechanical and
thought the tallest thing around was a silo, even from a distance the
look and sound of the Mountaineer, with its four 7000 HP electric
motors whining away and only the massive top of the 200’ boom
showing above the canyon it created, was more frightening than
fascinating. The sheer size of the machine and what it could do felt
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as unnatural as an invasion from outer space! While my youthful
enthusiasm for cars, multiplied by millions of other humans, would
one day help create a bigger but harder to see crisis, the unrecognizable transformation of my Ohio homeland by the Mountaineer,
GEM of Egypt, and the Silver Spade was the clearest example of environmental destruction I ever witnessed!

may ignore the plight of many humans, plants, and animals until it
touches us personally, that hole in my uncle’s farm mirrored the one in
my heart and became a vivid wake up call for me. The painful reality
was that hole and the Mountaineer actually helped remove my “overburden” of numbness and expose my love for the earth that lies deep
within all of us.
It’s this kind of motivation, coupled with memories like mine of
the Egypt Valley spring beauties, that moves people like my good
friends at Raven Rocks to make sure some of the best that remains
of eastern Ohio’s scenery is never destroyed. Not only did a dedicated
group of us in the early 70’s raise the money to save 800 acres of unique
ravines and surrounding watershed south of Barnesville from being
stripped, but my friends who settled there also successfully prevented
the ravines from collapsing by being undermined. How? In a way that
gives as much hope for the future as the Mountaineer brought heartache to the past—by sitting down with the mine owner as a potential
ally rather than adversary and letting him see with his own eyes why
he should leave $100 million worth of coal beneath the ravines alone.
The way forward, whether for eastern Ohio or thousands of other
places around the world where the natural environment competes
with the needs of people to make a living and corporations to make
a profit, is not always as clear as the case at Raven Rocks, but the
process that’s proving most successful is similar. Increasingly, where

Decommissioned Silver Spade with no
hills in sight but the unsold coal

Raven Rocks

Photo by John M. Morgan

Like many young people from eastern Ohio, when I was old
enough, I moved away without realizing until my high school
reunion 25 years later the biggest reason why I left. I knew the family farm was by then no longer in Thomas hands, my uncle having
lost his health to Parkinson’s and his sons to better jobs, but what I
didn’t know was that in spite of the new owner promising not to sell
to the strip mines, once he took possession, that was the first thing
he had done. When I proudly drove my family into the driveway past
the old farmhouse, where four generations of Thomases had lived
and farmed their modest 90 acres, I was completely unprepared for
what we saw. Where the big red barn, the farm pond, the pasture,
the chicken houses, and all the beautiful apple trees my great-grandfather brought in 1887 as seedlings from his father’s farm in New
Brighton, Pa.—where all that should have been, there was nothing
but a great, huge hole!
As you can imagine, the shock of seeing that hole brought up a
wave of feelings that I had tried to run from for 25 years! My heart
ached anew for the farms, the hills, the woods and flowers, the narrow
winding roads, my happy Thomas relatives, all the things I had taken
delight in and taken for granted until they had started disappearing
through environmental disaster and untimely death. Just as today we
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land issues arise, all parties are learning to sit down together at the
same table to find mutually agreeable solutions. Sadly, in eastern
Ohio not enough people united to make the land an issue until too
late. If they had, the coal companies might have switched to deep
mining sooner and left the surface largely undisturbed. Ironically, if
my father had lived, he might have helped organize farmers to hold
out for just such an option! But the unfortunate reality is, he didn’t,
and they didn’t, and now it’s up to us.
So, let’s heal our broken hearts by embracing our connections to
each other and to the land. Let’s not break our children’s hearts by
failing to act on the painful lessons that we were forced to learn. And
above all, underneath any of the monstrous world events that overwhelm our minds and ability to act, let’s each find our memory of
that special place that every child has before adulthood interfered.
From that place, all life is connected and everything is possible.

TED this past May, I was invited to speak on NPR and am traveling
to Australia to give a speech at the Sydney Opera House this March.
Beyond that, I’m working on a book, and training Service Dogs.
Contact information: 1308 Thunder Ridge Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87501,
alixgenerous@gmail.com, 301-233-4550

1962
Judy (Morlan) Sharbaugh – I am “semi-retired.” We travel to
Florida during the cold weather. When home I still work full-time,
manage my 81-year-old sister’s affairs and try to find time to still
travel on long weekends. Contact information: 126 Lafayette Ave.,
Laurel, MD 20707, Jnell618@yahoo.com, 301-725-8518.
1966
Neil Scheid – Andrea and I have developed a big business of
transporting Amish. We are up to eight vans and we are driving all
over Ohio and nearby states. With our ten or eleven drivers this is a
business with mostly enjoyable people. It’s not easy to please everyone
but with the Lord’s help it’s working very well! Contact information:
13680 Old State Rd., Middlefield, OH 44062, 440-632-6321, 440-3432575 (cell)
2010
Alix Generous – I’m getting ready to graduate next month
(finally!) with hopes of moving to L.A. or Seattle. After speaking at
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Nancy (Terrell) Brewster, age 90 passed away peacefully on
Thursday, April 7, 2016 at Friends Fellowship Community in
Richmond, Indiana. Born on a farm near New Vienna, Ohio on June
8, 1925 to Gurney and Faith Austin Terrell, Nancy was a lifelong
member of the Quaker community in Ohio and Richmond. A graduate of Wilmington College, she taught at Friends Boarding School,
Barnesville, Ohio and Locust Valley, New York .

A Visit With Teacher Paul Reeder

Christopher K. Starr ’67
Paul Reeder (1928–2016) taught history at Olney from 1963
to 1968. He was among the most universally esteemed figures on
campus, and when the school decided to constitute an all-inclusive
Community Meeting in the fall of 1966, Tr. Paul and Leslie Kendall
’68 were chosen as its first convenors (the “sieves”). Studying Ancient
History and then American History with him, I very much appreciated his way of bringing out the subject’s very human-ness.
It was a distinct pleasure, then, to visit Paul in his Allentown,
Pennsylvania home in August 2015 after not seeing him in almost
50 years. My main squeeze, JoAnne N. Sewlal, and my son Francis A.
Starr accompanied me. We found him to be somewhat slower than
in that long-gone period—among other things, he had given up hiking—but in overall good health. He regularly swam and lifted light
weights. Although fully retired, he remarked that “For someone who
has nothing to do, I seem to have very little free time.”
It occurred to me that many old Olneyites would be glad to be
better informed about Paul’s life before and after Olney. Accordingly,
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JoAnne and I encouraged him to speak autobiographically, and with
his permission I took notes.
Paul was born into a working-class family in Dayton, Ohio, where
he spent his childhood. His father was a factory worker, his mother a
teacher for a time. They had three other sons. The paternal forebears
were German—hence his middle name, Ernst, something I hadn’t
known—and those of his mother Scottish. He was more familiar with
his maternal kinfolk, even as he felt greater affinity for the German side.
Paul attended the Ohio public schools, graduated from Earlham
College and did volunteer work for the American Friends Service
Committee.
Politically, he was the outsider in his typically Republican midwestern family. For one thing, he admired Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt. In his family, FDR was never mentioned by name, being
only “that man in the White House,” even as his family suffered
in the Great Depression and was only pulled through by the New
Deal. As a child, Paul came to accept the Depression as just the natural order of things [much as today’s youth take it for granted that
America is perpetually at war].
In his first presidential election (1952), Paul loyally voted for Republican candidate Dwight Eisenhower, although “with some hesitation.”
When he got home and his mother asked about it, he jokingly said he
had voted for Adlai Stevenson. And his mother burst into tears. In subsequent presidential elections, he consistently voted for the Democrat.
Paul had a long history of activism in civil rights for Black people
and gays and was in several demonstrations against the Vietnam War.
Needless to say, he was the only one in his family to do so. Although
a naturally private person, he was never conflicted about his activist
roles nor saw them as a profile in courage. It was just something that
he felt he must do. He was not involved in civil disobedience and never
arrested, although “I have had the police look at me hard a few times.”
During the Korean War, he was in the army as a radio operator. His job was to take signals from the infantrymen on the ridge
and call in the coordinates of enemy positions for pounding by the

mortars. He emphasized that, although he saw combat, it was the
spotters on the ridge who ran the real risks.
His first year as a teacher was in a public school. However,
although he was neither a religious believer nor a pacifist, he had
already developed an affinity for Quakers and their education. All of
his later teaching jobs were in Quaker schools.
I asked if at Olney he supervised any of the athletics, to which he
responded “No, it would have been against my religion.” When pressed,
he explained that he had no enthusiasm for organized athletics.
While at Olney, Paul was known as a vegetarian. It was a practice he adopted on principle after World War II, although he stopped
strict vegetarianism after 30 years during a trip to Europe, where he
found it impractical.
His closest friend at Olney was Tr. Barbara Bachovzeff (1899–
1977), who taught art from 1962 to 1970. On the wall of his Allentown
apartment we saw several of Barbara’s paintings, including a portrait
of Paul Kendall (1924–2009), Paul Reeder’s life companion for 55
years. During the Olney years, Paul Kendall taught at a school in the
western end of Pennsylvania, so that Paul Reeder was able to drive
over to have supper with him every Wednesday, as well as spending
every second weekend there. Understandably, these were his happiest
times during the Olney years.
Barbara had retired to a small house in the woods in Vermont,
where I was privileged to visit her in 1971. Despite her Siberian early
years, she found the Vermont winters hard to take and spent some of
them with the Pauls in Pennsylvania. I wish I could have been there.
His last school was Friends’ Seminary in Manhattan, established
in the 1786 (hence 51 years older than Olney), where he taught for ten
years. At the end of that time, he resigned to move near Allentown
with Paul Kendall, where they resided and farmed. When I asked
whether they could really afford not to hold paying jobs, he said “I
don’t think we lived high on the hog.” That expressed it rather nicely,
I thought.
As we left, he remarked that our conversation had brought back
many things. That was exactly how I felt.

FBS – OFS ©2016
Song lyrics, D.R. Stanley performed at Commencement 2016
Song lyrics

Spoken interjections

Far down in the country,
In east south Ohio,
On a sandy ridge top
Where them sugar maples grow,
There stands a building stalwart,
Of red clay brick and lime –
It speaks to my condition,
And hopefully to thine.

(“There’s always hope; even for these dear youth sitting
there on the group W bench.” Tr. DRS)

(CHORUS):
FBS – OFS . . .
The y ears have flown by, I must confess
Still the heart of my happiness
Are the friends I have known from FBS.
‘Twas there I studied History,
‘Twas there I delved in Art;
‘Twas there my first love broke My
tender, pure, conservative Quaker
heart.
‘Twas there I studied Biology
And played soccer in the sun;
‘Twas there I commenced
The Olney Distance Run.

(“Good morning, class; for those of you who read here in
Baahrnesville ...” Tr. Paul Reeder) (“DAVID! Did you take
my sticky tape? Are you making fun of me?” Tr. Barbara
Bachovzeff) (Much weeping, moaning, gnashing of
teeth . . . “Fifty years later and I still can’t deal with it –
and she’s sitting over there laughing!” D.R. Stanley)
(“Friends are encouraged not to indulge in the biological
urge to splurge.” Tr. Al Warren)

(CHORUS)
‘Twas there I studied Spanish:

(CHORUS)

“¿Hóla Isabel, cómo estás? Bien gracias, ¿y tú? Bien.
¿Dónde está? Está [en] la biblioteca. ¡Caramba! ¡Se
miedo el caderno! No importa, yo tengo papel. Le bone
dee gus – ¿no te deje?”
(That was the year I fell deeply in love with a girl from
Puerto Rico.)

Class of two-aught-one-six, in your lingo these days you describe someone or something as being hot
(She’s so hot . . . that’s a hot car, etc.). In our era, half a century ago, the big word was cool (What’s
shakin’, cool breeze? Ain’t nothin’ shakin’ but the leaves on the trees.) So, every old alum you see sitting
up here on this ancient bench is way cool! And all of the other ancient alumni that fill this meetinghouse
are cool ones, all . . . and we belong to the coolest club in the world: the Olney Alumni Association.
Class of two-aught-one-six,
With your hotness and our coolness,
We shall reach a strong consensus
That will warm the very cockles
Of our humble Quaker hearts.

Welcome to the Olney Alumni Association!

